WASHINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION
Newsletter of April, 1975 --

Avril 15th meet-

about 30 in attendance at Science

Firast, a fill-in on our
ings

Center. Liobility insurance: memberssa
»Govered for $100,000 whikflying kites at

club functions. “Funetions": it's In
writing, either published in newsletter
or letter from one of Board of Directors.
BEFOREMAND., -- Hour's worth slides view-
ed. Recent activities. Bulk of that time
taken by excellent show put together by
the Marvland Kite ?ogig;g. Two BO@-slide
cerousels with sprightly dialog on cas-
sette tapes. Even included a couple WKA
slidesg! -- J dean of local
kitefliers, made one of his usual inter-
esting end scholarly presentations with
slides ond examples of his high-fliers.
Interesting thing ubout Jim is that he
KNOWS why they fly straight up! -- Bil%
Les gave some of the secrets of his 90
flying French Milltary kites. Hls ldea
of Northwest Native art is his Boeing 727
kite. Great! --

It wes decided to publish a schedule of
infoermel flx-in’a for the whole summer.
The idea is that "- If you were going to
g0 fly kites anyway, why not here?" -
and, "You would most likely find other

club members here on any given Sunday
aftornoaon about 1:30%.

A group of a dozen or so members met
with some membera of Dave Whitman's cla-
s8s at the Gas Works gurk last Sunday
afternuon. ce g about that pluce
is that you can clinmb the old gas works

towers and take photos of your kites
from the top and side. Wonderful shots.

Club projacts coming up: “waightlifting®
¥hitman and VanGllder are going to put
uf a train of kites - probably 5 or & -
iir vhich 18 grinding

ting a_movia cgmgfg
away. Next fly-in with decent weasther.

After that comes the BIG DEAL. We've
been chellenged to it w - the
KVI diskjock -- and he weighs in at some
200 lbe.! Y%e're going to need about 50

! 4~ 10 6-Ioot Coyne/French Military kites

plus lots of manpower. Plang are now
that KVI will pay for the material if we
tulld them. Veluntesrs needed! Fhone
Jazck, Checklsy or Dusenberry, will you?
Hera's your chance for some free tyvek
and dowels - - . And fun!

All this is to take place June lst at
the Xy1/r fpt upt.Store Kite Fal
at Green Lake on June 1lst - Sunday PM.
There will be lots of prizes. Listen
for detalls on KVI. We'll try to set
up some banter with them jocks.

Speaking of banter, you should have heard
our surprisingly-loquacicus club-gecretary,
John Dusenberry, on KJR sbout 10 pm cne
Sunday recently during the Scuthcenter ex-
hivit and contest. John tuped it and has

an extra cassette. Dave Whitman has it at
tho moment. Phone him to horrow.

New Directo£¥ -= April 31st - some of you
will be getting your Second Notice to re-
new your dues,

Another club project: Virginia Brookbush,
who works with pecple in wheelchairs, wante
to video-tape some old folks flying kites
from wheelchairs. It has to be done during
the day and may mean & ferryboat ride to
Retsil. We reed & couple of paople to pro-
vide sbout four kites for an afternoon and
help her get them up into the air. Any
volunteers, phone her at 324-5677. Espec-
ially teachers and/or students who might

be out on strike before achool lets out.

"A.=0.=K." == how's that for & name? As-
sociation of Oregen Kitefliers, Walt Me-
Cullough is off tec Portland to open his
THIRD kite shop! He's gor a place in the
Oldtown (?) section znd w!ll be trylng to
recruit members. Bob Kjallin, Mrs. Severt-
son of Portland and Walt West of Vancouver,
you run right over and see what you can dol

Wslt reported on his trip to Rockaway Beaoh
to get up his booth. Seemp they have a big
festival every year down thare which inclu-
des m kitefly and he had # ball. Sold lots
of kites, In fact, he sold & 40' red mylar
cebrakite before he even had his booth up
which won two Pirst-Places for & 9-year-old
girl. Talk sbout thrilled! We'll try to
get on their mailing list so we can warn
you when it comes up next year.

Walt and Checkley ure plannling to collaber-
ate on designing and building a news kiosk
for <he middle of hisg flour &t the kite

shop. This wsy, we'll have & central place

to post notices and to phone for informa-
tion.

Bert Goe and wife, Touise, are back from Ar-
lzona, finally. Bert's one of the nost act-

D -clip and pin up

’ [
FLY-IN SCHEDULE FOR SUMMER OF '75 --
==Clip and pin up ==-=-=-= mmm—————
{April 27th - East Green Lake - :
Mays  Bth - University of Washington i
t parking lot off N.E. 45th !
' at 29th H.E. -- '
! 11th - Discovery Park (south gate |
! off W.Emerson St. & Magnolia) |
i ;gzg - Golden Gardens - Seﬁf:f: Affaiq
Py " " '

(June - lst - Graen Lake - Leslie's Dept. ;
. Storo Contest - E
! 8th - Parklnf Pier behind Ye Olde |
E 185 Curlga ty Sh?ppe.watortront !

22nd - Green Lake E

29th - " " L '
Julys lgt: - Carkeek Park(Loop Road,at bluffl)

t o - -

20th - Gas Works Park -

27th - Bellevue Arts & Crafts Fair '
jAugust 3rd - Stan Sayres Pits Parking Lot |

iOtg - Golden Gardens Parx }

t - " " "

zzth - Seattle Center: Bumbershoot -

313‘ - " " "
Sept: 7th - Gasworka Park -
| 1h4th - " " |
H géu; - Discovery Park - same place -

unday afterncons at about 1130 -

Subject to change - check Kite Shop:$2h 6886;

- —-————————

tive kitefliers around here. We really mis-
sad him during our "active season". He sez
dasert winds are a lot different from N.W.
breezes. They seem to ot stronger the
higher you are. He bought a Gayla "Sky-
Aalder" delta and got it up about two miles:
10,000 foet. Had the same experience Bob
Ingraham, president of American Kitefliers,
has In New Mexico: not many other kiters

in the great Southweat. Even the hawks shun-
ned his kites., He saw several, out In the
desert. He would quick, stop the car, and
put up his black delta and the hawks would
run the other wsy, right now.

Report on Southcenter Exhitition/Demonstra-

tion: “More workx than worzh* might sum it
uf. Southcenter didn't think we had encusgh
kites up -- we didn'% think we got anything
cut of ft —- axcept publicity. And that,e-sar
we have, in huge gcbs. Doubt very much if
we get mixed up with another exhibition ex-
cept for our once-s-year nice deal with our
own Science Center. Only 3% entranis
in the contest. Only =bout 100 spactators.
Th's despite all the pudlicity in the world
muwt an embarrassing overflowing of prizes.
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This contest might go down in biatorx ag
*Linda Leo'a Thing". She won FOUR first-
places, a 2nd and & 3rd (I think). And
do you Mnow, thig 15-year-old out-foxed
her ol' dad? In the "Open"-age High-Fly-
er clags event, she let cut string for
about 2% minutes from a btanged-up tude
ground her arm insteud of a nice, nbw
figshing reel. Then, with about JO sec-
onds to go, sne started holding tight

and pulling in a little. This brought
her iizle tigsus-and-balsa triamlar
box ti<e stralght up overhcad, and high-
er than the other kites. She won ono of
the “All-the-icccreoam-you-can-eat, once-
g-month, for-a-year" certificates {rom
Farrell's, & palr of shoe skates, 25 re-
cord albumg, among other things. --

This-and-that Space Fillers:

Van 4man, our go-getsiin' fteacher at
the evening kite classes at Lincoln High,
challenged the Wisdom of Van Gilder gome
weeks ago. VG sed the engle pattern
handed out at the January WKA meet
needed clear plagtic at the head of it,
making for & clean serodynamic flow of
air from the leading edgs, back over the
wings. Dave disagreed, 30 sewed up his
own version without the plastic. + the
Gapworks Park fly-in April 20th, Dave's
cugie flew like -- you gsessed it -- an
eagle! Fhoole. -- onrad is on a
trip to the Eagt. Chesking out the Go-
Fly-A-Xite Shop in ¥.¥.C. znd, hopefully,
contacting the Maryland Xitvers. Should
gee him in adout thrae wWesks. -- John
Dusenberry is enthuniagtic about o couple
01 kites he has made of mylar., One isg a
larger version of the kite nhof'a four-
wirged box kite and the other ls & dlunt-
noze deliu patterned ln the March lssue
of Popular lMechaznics. He doubled the
size to take full advantuge of LE" dow-
els and sez i+ flies in WC wind. We'll
have %o checsk that cut und »ise to that
challenge. -- We're locking for people
{note tho abgenca of the word, "mcn"g
<0 head up Speciszl Profestg. Pun thi .
Lite srying so ii:c Hardwick (ocoftzh!].
Or areesing o visiting football toam at
the Udub wiinh a barrage of %Xites. Any-
one wiih ldess pmd gunption, pleage con-
+82t us. -- Say. reopis, waich-it with
the ll%%0r, #4%7 Folyctihylens kltee Ere
denisricd to lus%t - snd lagt - and last -
but nes honging from 4Sresg, telephone
poles mmd in the leXe. We wers Turmed
dovn by the Pzrg Dept. Tor 2 Kite Con-
<on% at Discovery Fark becaune of this.

e T b < ]

Bill Speszia is his usual busy, enthusias-
tic, ous-go gelf. Seems every kid in

<ovm and In the next seven countlies knows
hig "Hermie-the-Friendly-3at"., I gave &
demonistratlon at a btn grede up around the
corner and one of them =zsked if Hermie was
going to be there. He hag speken at the
BEellard Branch public library lest month.
fnd then, this last weex he headed u{ e
emzll crew at the Mercer Island public art
festival at the high school. The weather
was abgolutely the worst possible -- lots
of rain -- straight down. Sc they Jjust
ave away 2 couple hundred of Dave Check-
ey's bag kites. BRill must have made off
with one becsuse it wae flying higher
than most everytody else at the Gasworis
Park fly-in last Sunday. -- Bill wants
you, Bob Ingrsham, tc note with interest
nnd E::sihly put it in Kite Tales, thus
=<he WXA chapter of the AKA put on 22 som-
iners with attendanue of about 636 from
Jan. 13th to July 10th of 1974. How 'dout
that? -- Thieg little demonatration I
gave last week was fun. I stlll have 40
3f the little sleds-on-cne-line that Spezia
Hert Goe, John Dusenperry, Jim Michels,
Shirley Hikagawa made and put up &t last
year's Bellevue Arts and Crafis Felr.
e had & cooperative effort on thet one
of 72 on one 1line. Thle time, each kid .
+oox one of the little sleds on its 10! ,
bridle line, attached to the main line, \
out in a long string. At the dout of
"Gol", they 211 let go and -- up she went!
Pilled the sky with 31 kites instuntly.
Quite = gight == .

Well, wotch for further developments.
Anyone with Interesting Tid-biss, be
sure to phone 0550. It's not too
easy filling all this space, --
Jack Van Gilder
Pregident-for-
Thig-Year --



