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Washington Kitefliers Association
o wffilinle of the AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION
FACKIC SCIENCE CENTER. 200 Second Avenue Noh Seattie. WA 88108

NEWSLETTER OF OCTOEER, 1980 -
--- the A.K.A. Convention Special.

Dave Checkley opens the convention with
greetings to the delegates.

Your editor asked Dave Checklay for com-
nents on the AKA convention. He sugges-
ts one word: "Whew!* -- followed by

“We did it. Joe Voellmeck had things
well organized. Tom Sisson and oarly
arrivals made the Bdfavator Inn lobby
beautiful, hanging kites Thursday mom-
ing. Pat Leza and her crew greeted the
out-of-towners with coffee-and--. Suz-
anne Sadow had inscribed the badges and
certificates and arranged housing.

With the help of guests, we put up a good
trade show at the Science Center. The
b’ pes meeting there went as smoothly
28 xpected Friday moming. In the aft-
ernoon, Harry Osborne and his great kids
from Edmonds Community College put up
the world's largest kite at Magnuson
Park. Dom Jalbert and Geerge Ham aided
tremendously.
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At the same time workashops were held at
the Science Center by Dsn Erahashi, Mar-
garet Greger, Vic Heredis and Nishibay-
sashi. That evening, Larry Chinn's trans-
portation committee, including the ECC
van, got everybody up to (Checkley's)
for the buffet. Dorothes'n cooking,

Pate Iunuzzi‘s corving, Betty Eberhnr—
ter's serving and John Dusenberry's bar-
tending went emoothly. All were enter—
teined by Millie Mullarky's videotapes,

Then it was buck down to the Science
Center for the nuction. Thunks to the
many contributions, Bob McCort's organ-
ization, and the suctioneesr of Tom
Sisson, Mel Govig and Georginﬁum, over
$3,000 was ruimed for AKA Tunding.

Saturday, Gaeworks Park never looked bet-
ter — a large crowd on the big hill over—
looking the the view of the city and hun-
dreds of kites under the Indian summer
sun. We could have used another 3 MPH
breeze, but it allowed the eventa to be
flown without interference. Jack Van
Gilder did a great job as announcer.,

Thanks to people like George Ham, Curt
Marghall, E:u Braswell, Peter Iymn, Niahi,
Louise Crowley and many more, we hnd a
spectacular show. Harry Osborme's bunch
spread out their big parafoil - all 1640
square feet of it - on the hillaide

That evening we had 40 more people than
the room would hold at Ivar's Indian Sal-
mon house for the banquet and awards.
Many, many thanks to all the volunteera!™
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Parafolil, 52 by 70 feet, ready for as-
cent. Constructed by Needlecraft Dept.
of Bdmonds Community College.

Kite in full flight, over 300 feet alti-
tude. Harry Osborne, kite team captain,

reports that they are send full docu-
mentation to Guinness Book of Records
to claim world record.

Kite was tied to & ten-wheeler,
dump truck loaded with gravel.

20-ton

Scene at Gasworks Park as field manager
lined up contestants for *"High Flier®
event.

From Joe Voellmeck, Convention Chairman:

“The 3rd Amnual Convention of the Ameri-
can Kitefliers Association is now histoxy
Among the 157 reglstrants were 32 from
Washington, 23 from the Maryland Kite So-
ciety's area, 20 from California, 17
from Oregon and 14 from Canada. 27 ot-
ates and countries were there.

Our final official count of the banquet
was 179 and Ivar's Indian Salmon House
gtaff handled the overflow crowd very
well.

As Convention Chalrman, I sincerely
thank all of the WKA members who worked
gso hard to make the event a success. Tie
Edmonds Kite Team and their leader, Harty
Osborne, were very helpful and made a aig
nificant contribution with help in the
printing of our posters, signs, typing
and in providing the van and driver for
transportation.

With so many nice people working -- who

neede wind!I®
Sincerely, - Joe Voellmeck

From Bob McCort, W.K.A. president:

"Well, it;s all over and I sm told that
it was a success. Thie years convention
was attended by many prominent kiters.

Our most honored guest would have to be
Bob Ingraham, original founder of A.K.A.



Same scene as one to left, Gasworks Park,
giving a look at growd viewing kiting

aevente.

Others were Domina Jalbert and George
Ham who came expressly to assist lofti
the world's largest Kite. Takeshi Nis
bayashi ("Nishi*) was here from Japan
and Peter Lynn from New Zealand. Red
Braswell, past-AKA-president, and wife
‘2, Bevan Brown, new AKA president,
.slerie Govig and Mel, of Kitelines
magazine, and many more that you have
read about were here also.

Mother Nature wos kind. I overheard,
"I'd rather run up a kite in calm sun-
phine than huddle in a driving rain".
But it would have been neat to gee all
of those beautiful kites in the air at
one time.

I feel like the morning-after-the-night-
before: I must have had a good time 'cwm
I sure feel it now" - !

Contest Wimmers |
*High-Flier* event for kites 625 sq. in.

or smaller:

lst Btll Les - a perennial winner of
h‘gﬁ-fl er eventa ig Seattle, Bill dis-

ayed his versatility by trying out a
l.ow kite: an Australian trefoil.

2ndy  (tie) Jim Greeno, WKA's high-sc-

chool whizkid - and -
, & newcomer to WKA,

Mark Snyder
he has been flying airplane-type kites

for some months now at Gasworks Park.

bthy Mitch Poling, another newcomer
to WKA but a veteran model airplane bu-
ilder/flier. Mitch is contributing ed-
itor of "Model Bullder magazine. His
strong interests are gliders and anti-

que designs.

*High-flier event"- no wize restriction:

lot: Mitch Poling - again - game kite.

2nd: Carl Brewer - with another air-
plane type kite; well-known W.K.Aer.

3rd: Bill Lee - with the same trefoil.

(We were curious to see how many repeats
there would be in these two events.

"Most Beautiful" event -- probably the
hottest contested:

lsty Pay Leong - with a "design-first,
make-it-fly-gecond” kite of artigti-
cally-arranged é-point stars.

2nd: Gary Woodcock, of Canada. Gary waa
a big winner in Detroit this summer also

3rd:  Nishi - Japan, with a colorfully-
gtriped high-aspect-ratio delta.

4th: (Honorable Mentions follow):
Kathy Goodwin. (wish I could re-
member her kite - )
th: Steve Edeiken and his six sturters.
th: Curtis Marshall's huge lobster.

Nishi brings kite contest to crashing
climax with a show-stopping kite song.



"Members Choice" us selected in voting
by AKA members at the banquet:

fnt: Curt Marshell's huge, unbelievable
lobater kite - a parufoil with lobster

head and claws sewn it and tail flying

behind - magnificent!

2nd: Lee Hraswell's version of Richard
Hewitt's PFlexkite, gorgecus applique
with a colorrul goldfish drogue.

jrd: Hann Aurigemma‘'s mountnin nscene
delta, with Dianna all decked out in
cogtume to mutch. Another triumph.

4th: Margaret Greger's masterpiece 1in
nylon from Richland.

5th: Carolyn Staple's Cody kite, with
the aid of a pulley on the hill it
made the altitude record for big kites,

An there was little wind, we judged the
"Most Besutiful® event by having the
fliers pull up their kites with long
lines, in heats of four, and bring them
crashing down on the head of our dist-
inguished painter-sculptor judge, Georg:
Toutakawa -~ with protection by helpers
Norm Smith and Mark Sclosser.

Domina Jalbert in thanked for his help
by the E.C.C. kite team by the team's
leader, Harry Osborne and Iynn Akrish at
the banguet. Dom was enj himgelf -
had anny kind words for the Northwest.

We ran clear out of room - -

W.K.A. Executive Committee Meeting:
Tuesday, October 21st, at Science Cen-
ter -« 7:00 pm -~ IMPORTANT!

Contest: Ispaquah - Security Savings
and Loan Assn. parking lot - Oct. 25th,
10 am - prizes - near Issaguah off-ramp
of 5.

Sunday flying: since no one came out to
the varied parks listed last newaletter,
we'll stick to Gasworks for the next two
months. 100 pm each Sunday.

Pleage send news or comments to:
Jack Van Gilder, (206)938 0550
1925 W alnut S.W., Seattle, WA 98116
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