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H;gparc MEETING: Our own David Checkley
uy appen to be there when the Japan
Kite Association met with the Pecples Re-
public of China Kite Institute for the

first timel He writes:

“This year my planned two-week Kite Fapti
val Tour of Japan turned into a seven-
weak trit. Soon after we arrived in Tok-
yo, Hirol invited me to Join the JKA tour
to China at the end of May.

Chinese assoclation, like ours, runs the
full gamut of agea and occupations, from
young men and 1a to senlor cltizens,

The next day we met the Chinese kitefli.
eras at the Temple of Heaven in Ten Dan
Park for a big kitefly. Both groups dem-
onatrated their most exotic oreations:
100-disc centipede with a papier mache*
dragon head, long trains of hand-pointed
silk bird kites, crabm, schrimp, tradi-
tional kites and a unique kite made of
the crossed Chinese and Japanese flags.
This last was presented to the JKA group
as a symbol of friendship.

Ever soe a
crab fly-
ing?
Look again,
David
Checkley,
with souve- 1l A § -
nir hat N B T A
from China The highest flying event came on the fols

lowing day at the Great Wall of China
where we alsc met the Peking Kite Insti-
tute fliers. After an exhausting clid o
the top of the wall (it seemed like a
mile horizontal and a half-mile vertical)
we launched a huge variety of Chiness,
Japaneae and American kites.

May 20, 1951, was igtoric occasion
when 16 kitefllers from the Japan Kite
Assn. and (David) were recelved by a like
number of Chinese at the Peking Kite In-
stitue, It ig headquartered at the Nat-

One of the moat popular kites was a Spow

®@ kite made by our own Jomeph and
Lee. It wag brought to China by
Masankl Modegi. Pat Gilgallon presented

it to him at a bdanquet climaxing our Kite

fonal Art Gallery nnd staffed with sever-
al men and women. An exchange of kiten
occured: JKA presented their patches and
hats) a Hirol-designed medal was given.
Tablea werecovered with cookies, cakes,
candied frults and orange pop (the usual
non-alccholle beverage of China). Mem-
bers of both groups were introduced; the

Fagtival Tour of Japan the week before,

We then took a mini-bus to Tlentain %o
visit the Tientsin Kite Aprt Co., whers
mont of the export kites are produced.
The factory las located in what looks like
an old three-story bullding. Some aixty



employees, about half of whom were young
women, were making split bamboo frames,
papler mache' heads, were hand-painting
silk coverings and assembling the kites,
each a real work of art. This factory
trains apprentices for the silk-screen-
ing plant nearby under the guldance of
aaster kitemakera., At the factory store
thses hand-made kites were sold for $11
to $91.00, U.S., real bargains.

Becnuse of hign population density, trees
otc., kiteflying is forbidden in Shanghai
so we bussed out to tRe countryside. The
gite was a paved area the size of an alir-
gort runway, used for threshing by hand.
armers and children from the surrounding
communes came to watch and help.

{ had brought a gupply of McDonald's
plastic bagglie kitesa, scissors and scotch
tape. The kids quickly figured out how

to assemble and fly them. The atar per-
former of the day was Hiroi with his Plex.
foil, one of the few times we had wind en
ough to fly it.

On returning to Japapn with the Japanese
tour group, I visited the Shirone' kite
festival, Many fellows there send greet-
ings to their friends in Seattle, having
been here for the Orient Expressed feati-
val, October 1979." pavid Checkley

Welll Hemember the "Ping pong diplomaoy*
of about 1964 or so that opened up China?
[ think that this would have done it too.

ﬁmmc% MASTER m% %eﬁﬁ will be con=-
ucted by W.K.A. this after a five-
year abgence. We call it *Advanced* be-
cauge we aren't going to come out and
make only a bunch of trashbag deltas.
We're fo & to have one or two “experts"
each night for five nights. They will
cover thelr speclalties in a manner that
will enable us to cover most aspecta of
kitemaking in some detail.

n%j%ﬁ_hu consented %o be the

coor T time around, We'll have

such teachers as Checkley, J.0. Young,
Chinn, Bill Lee, Ken Conrad, Jack

Larry
Van Gilder, Tom Sisson, Carl Brewer, Doug
Hagamon and Sue Sadow.

TIMES: Evenings; 7 to 10 pm
Saturday: 1 to ) p=m
PLACE: Pacific Sclence Center

DATES: Tues., Sept. 22nd

Thurs. 2kth
Tues., 29th
Thurs. ’ Octs 1st

costs  $135 R ‘whel (1r
' - for the whole up
we have 10 pooplo—fﬂnml nusber

for which we'll go to the trouble)
it will be $13.50.
This includes material for the
first kite.
If we have thirty (maximum), it
will be $4.50

HOW to sign ups £ill in coupon on last
page of this newsletter. Mail
with $5.00 to our Secretary/Treas
urer, Tom Sisson, %653 So. Chicap
?f-.' Sglt‘tl.. WA ”11 it

After th sign-ups, We go onto & -

L'R'T;Ixt

ing 1 em, so get your applications
in soonl
- at Van Gllder*s, June
-= WAS a I We dropped off food

at the house about 5 pm and went on down
+5 Alki Seach, a few blocks away , and
flew kites until both kite shop people
could get here., Our house holds #5 peo-
ple as comforable as Checkley's does 145,
gso it was very cosy. But a grand time
was had by all., The l5-minute business
meoting decided that we would allocate
$600 toward helping got
to the national :mggﬁi & ﬁ i’nnb
Kitefliers Aggn. in Houaton,

can



HALF-TIME AT THE KINGDOME was a ball, tool

Carl Brewsr,
i:nt an his
-door, no-

wind kite
hita an e-
lectric ca-
ble three
foot from
the roof of
the King-
dome, twerty-
five stor-
ien high.

June 20th, at tne Spattle er's Soc-
cAr game, we put on the -

This time, inotend of trying to break
the world's duration indoor record, we
tried for the wrrld's indoor ALTITUDE
record. The roof of the Kingdome in 250
feot, top-dead-center. Carl Brewer flew
his indoor kite over an electric cable
hanging about five down from the center
of the roof, =o we'll have to hurl out
the chanllenge to other fliers to top 285
feot.

Ever had the fun of flying kites for an
audience of 15,000 people? Respond, next
time we apk for volunteern.

g We don't claim %o be as
good AP any newgpaper but any newspaper

CECIL AND DIPSTICK

worth anything seema to have a comic sec-
tion. Recently, our Seattle Pogt- 0
gencer's R;x celeng included a geries

0f kite safety rules. We wrote Ray and
he said the price for reproduction would
be one (1) te. So we sent him a rip-

atop Thai cobra-kite, all gussied up real
fancy-1ike. Thanks, Ray! Pive to go - -

JULY FOURTH AT THE ocEgg- Ocean Cits. WA
wag beau -- weather perisct, wide o»
pange of gandy beach and fresh onshore
breeze made this event a candidate for
"s*more”! The people there aren't too
knowledgeable about kiting., But they do
hope to make thin contest a continuing
feature of thelir annual bth-of-July week-
end. They deserve it.

"¥Hons B’mtgul'- J. C. Young's dragon-
headed centipede.

o est"1 L Chinn's centipede.
" ugual®+ a kit-dbullt GChost Clippe
" "+ a little girl who'd won

the Children's Contest. Jullan Wolf came
oo close to matching her that he susmpects
hanky-pankys Daddy must have added anpot-
her 3 ft. of tail at measuring timet

Quistanding:s the centipedes, of course;
Dale Gunter (Beaverton, OR) with his big
blue Cody; a beautiful five-pointed star
with tails; Kavin Sander's red-and-black
striped triangular-celled winged box kite.

mmnmx_m_%- John Dusenberry‘s
stacked deltas, when = crossed lines with

his tied-down tetrahedral. The two kites
tightly wodfod together, slowly reeled %o
the beach like one multi-colored, multi-
angled pinwheel.

Louine Crowley

"DIPSTICK'S TIPS"

THERE AQE 6IX BAGIC
RULES FOR SUCCESSFUL
SPRING KITE FLYING..,

RULE ONE: Do NoT TRV
TO FLV A K(TE WHEN THE
WIND VELOCITY DROPS TO
ZERO MILES PER HOUR OR
IN A DRIVIN' RAINSTORM .

™6 1BNT MOcH
FON ... GUESH

T'LL GO WATCH
THE TUBE ...

h




i HOT SPRINGS contegt on June 7ths
g!gg ﬁn- rnluctnn:!y ndmitted that he won
the Grand Prize with his canard-wing, tri
angular box kite. lNow, I say "box kite"
but it's like no box kite you ever saw.
The fusilage just happens to be made up
through its cross-mection triangularly.
Wish we had a picture. He also reported:

*Best Homemade: - Chin's delta
*“Largest” a friend o urihaghi'’
There were several other prizes won by
nometown British Columbia people. The
wind wag brisk at e surface and good
and steady aloft, Bill says.

PHOTOCRAPHY CLASS USES as gubject mat
Tor) enttle Times photographers, inngx
Scaylea (below, with louige Crowlaey) and

Greg Gilbert, phoned Dave Checkley."Can

you make sure that there are tes for
our class field trip to the knoll of Gas-
works Park next Saturday morning?" 0Of
course, for & world-famous, published
photographer like himi Wind and weather
made the favor mutual -- & beautiful doy
of kiteflying was had by a dozen *faith-
ful active" members quickly gathered DY
The Hotline.

Julian [ﬂovcg-%nx-nlol Wolf had a new
vented Flare kite nine miles 4p on one of
his unique heavy-duty reels. Later in
the day, the wind freshened real good and
it finally went slightly berserk. We fok
lowed the line several blocks to the Top
of a roof. MNobody homse.

But they had obligingly left a nice hand-
y-dandy ladder there. We were able to
end the day celebrating the retrieval
over pizza and beer.

loulse Crowley

Kﬁf"’ J, C. §ﬁ’ E;g. !oggg, during the
photography school =o £ at Gasworks
Park, June 27th. What doea J.C. do %o
fly more than one of his gorgeoum cre-
ltiono at one time? He brings his wife
and a ¢ stool. She hangs on for dear
1ife and he puts up another kite. I
pure hope my own wife is as cooperative
when I have been flying as many Years ss
J. C. has.

There are aceful kites and then there
are graceful KitefTiers, Hore ls one of
the latter, a young mother with all the
moves. MNishi ig famous for the graceful
moves he puts into his reel-handling but

he can't compare to thias beauty.
- Gasworks photo cluass

HEL22¥L HINTS DEPT.: Worm S reporta
that logos printad on high-density poly~
ethylene bags can be removed with acetons
Personully, I llke Penney' g humungous
hi-density-poly bags from thelr bodg%gi



PINEY MOUNTAIN AIR PORCE DATA LETTER is
one neat publication. Some day I have
GOT to meet Guy Aydlett . I stand in
awe of gome of the stuff he gets into
his monthly (Honest! Every month) newas-
letter. He must be a u:{rod Alr Porce
General with an itch to write and noth-
ing better to do with his time -- there
ia so much data in his data letters.
Here's his latest Uralnwave:

A KITE and & KITEFLIER

THE AIRPLANE and PILOT ploture, sbove,
was reproduced from an archival photo al-
most a half-century old. One-year sub-
scriptions 1o WKA NEWSLETTER and to the
Piney Mountain Alr Force DATA-LETTER
will be given to the two WKA members who
most thoroughly identify the alrplane, the
engine, and the pllot, EBarller submissions
will be favored in settling ties. The dead-
line Is Septomber 1, 1881, (Anyone who
has aver flown or worked an Old NC-8814
may not compete.) —Piney Mountain Alr
Force, Box 7304, Charlottesville, VA 22906.

wo're pass out bouguet let's
comment editor Yy on two other excel-
lent publicatiormmwhich recently excelled
their previous efforts, in my humble o-
pinions “AKA Wews" and "Kitelines".

Since Eﬁgn Ea(ﬂn took over AKA News,
he has rov on an mlready good pro-
duct. Anyone not gsubscribing ls misaing
something good.

And surpassed herself, I
thought, w & latest issue. The ar-
ticle on delta kites was monumental, in

my opinien. Anyone not subscribing to
thnt magazine has got to have parts mis-
sing upstairs.

%Mh
8 anyone noticed how hard a worker

ia? Before he retired, he told usm
8 couple times that he would quit the
club we nominated him for an office.
Now that he is retired from the City of
Seattlc. he 1; m.t only doing his Job as
of but is taking
on dounn o t- workashopa for mcouts,
campfire girls, etec.

I did one at ?ng_lg'g Eunun of Khtg?

dugt or about kids, ° e
Checkley baggy-kites. My respect for wo-
men wag sadly blagted at that one. There
was one of them at each of the tables of
pix kida. Some of them did awful things
with the bridle lines., One girl, contri-
telys “I was telling =y kida to listen
to you and then didn't do it mygelf,*

I must mention the highlight of ny kite-

flying year: attle Youth Symphony‘s
summer music camp at owgtons Music
Camps.. I drive a truck full of kettle

drums and sugic stands to the camp and
then traln a couple of the counselors %o
take over the kite shop set up in one
room. This room fsn*t Jjust ANY room, un-
derstand.

This room has windows on three aldes, ad-
mitting all the sunshine in the werld.
The double dooras open cut on %o Puget So-
und, where every ship, boat, submarine
and barge must paas, right off the light-
house. Gorgeousl!

The camp used to be Fort Flogier, As
guch, it has a parade ground about nine
square miles big. So big that my 100-
kite train came crashing down in a heap
one time and didn't even go over the edge
This week, I had s very precious, )5-foot
Thal cobra-kite 300 ft, in the air when
something alipped betwixt kiteline and
bridle und it floated to earth -- on the
beach, Jjust barely in the water. Great!



C. v Who
doesn “'1) a2 couple K es in
your kit to give awny -- maybe a trashbag

delta or something. Maybe one of Carl
Brewer's little 3¢ kites (plans next time)

NEXT PARTY,/PICNIC: Friday evening, August
ZTst at Uaaworks Park, Bring supper and
eat together about 6130 when both kite-

shop groups oan arrive. Well, there ars
other people who work, too, come to think

of it. Sue Sadow, hoatul.Ggsb,,sg 6.35..

E{lﬁg_&ign_u tells about her Big Com-
sglon. weor gee n 20-foot BEEFEATER?
She made two of them, cutting them in to
sailboat spinnaker salls. Beefeater bram
512 will be using them in TV commercials
and ads.

She goes on to s that some of the -
ple coming into E{xy_ﬂ_gg, right bogou
the Pike Street Market, cannot speak Eng-
1ish, So it is quite adventuresome and
interenting, conveying the idea of flight
instructions through sign language!

Ken Conrad, of Great Winds kite shop, in

Ploneer Square, had a bit of an adventure
algo this past week: a movie company ugm-
ed his shop for scene. Por one even

his place was a flag shop, the hero noed-
ing to buy one. CQan you imagine some 45

people crowdsd into the shop with props?

Back to D.fi.n.&zg_lu:_nmmu thoy
lan a trip to England, Prance and Italy

October. Would anyone who ham addres-
aes of kitefliers or kite shops there,
phone them at 622 5M9 days or 533 4671
evenings.

COMING UPs August Jlss, a Monday. Any-
one Mtukli a real thrill, how about hel-
ping fly xites off a

This la an annual thing that the Campbelln
do for the Childrens' Orthepedic Hospital
Us WKAers asgemble the kites the Campbells
iave purchaged and help the kidas fly them
The captain can make the wind any velocliy
we order by choosing his direction and
speed., Phone Van nilders 938 0450,

The WINGED TENT takes off - |

Opoaite page combines talents of twe of
my favorite peopls, Stormy and Guy Ayd-
lett: Stormy's "Star Victory" and Guy'n

-mtl!!' mm geems to sneak into ew
sry issue ol our newnletter, East-
erners tend to lump “Seattle/Portland”
together so it seems natural that we cl-
alm Stormy as one of us. He visits us
regularly and contributes mightily to
our kiteflying enjoyment with his devel-
o %t of his Winged Victory and Star
Victory kitea. A heart operation slowed
Stormy down this spr but not enough
keep him from doing a 1ittle camping.

He writes: “Went on a fighing trip but
didn*t have a tent (Come ON, now, Stormy)
-~ 80 — & )6" forked stick outside each
of the keels, four tie-downs and we had

2 three-room tent that aleeps 5. A
ripstop nylon WINGED TENT - (*

And does it fly? Well, take a look:




rendering of the plans thereof in hias
“Piney Mountain Air Force Data Letter®.

88" STAR VICTORY™
A STORMY WEATHERS KITE

1/8" dia. x 9.000 strut
(tie ends in position)

Thinwall
metal tubing
1. 500" long
TOP VIEW:
STAR VICTORY
erected
h
Attec) for flight
64" btldl‘. branch
Spar (D: |
16" x H" ! 24,000

I—-u.ooo—--—u.m (Ret. )—

3,
1
g
2,215
H
3
£

/‘-_‘ 17. 500
128
%, =
\_-._i
2.121 (Ref.)
25.000
48.000 (Rel.)

o E Il PLANFORM VIEW:
" 35 I Extended for
= true
g ~ 8= | dimensional peojection
a'g ; j
e s
: -
3 } 1
g S
= 15.000 —=f
20.000

55.882 (Ref.)

MATERIALS: 2-mil polyethylens, 1" masking tape, 1/2" glass-fiber tape. 1/8" & 3/16"
birch dowels, 3/16" [.D. metal tubing, and 1/4" & J/1§" plastic soda straws

Welght = 3,79 ounces Effective Area (S) = 6,41 00.* Ares Load = 0,54 oz, /01?2
Aspect Ratio (R) = .50

PMAF DATA-LETTER—



00PSI FORGOT - a couple of details:

The movie shot in un_%m‘h” will
be *Divorce Wara* astarring Tom Se o
the "Magnun* TV geries and

of *“Sat., Nite Live* show. It should shov
on TV in the fall, late,

AlBo == reported a good turnout
of the Columbia con ent at the
Harrison Hot Springs contest -- David Ph

ner, Hugh and Marge Harrison, Dan Kuri-
hashi, Les Varley, Grant Madill, Marsha
Madill, Glen Miller, etc. -- all good
kitaflying buddies. When will they get
their next WKA newnletter, with thelr
postal .orkers on strike? Heaven only
knows. Thosme Canadians can be stubborn.

3 would anyone having
photos o o8 kite activitiens let
her know if she can pay for copies of

negatives? She has quite a scrap-
book project going, there., 322-6360

RISSING this pu-! no Seafalr kite-:con-
test, no Po ) eattle contest, no Em

Marche "Orent Expressed" contest, But -

KITE CONTERD) Saturday, at
storia, . = McKee, of *Wind Spirir

o

kite shop phoned %o lnvite ug down.. He
reports that anyone from WKA will be hel
ed with travel expenses by & tank of fu
and/o1 a free meal., 487 W. Marine Drive
Pler 3, Port of Astorian. Comprehensive
judging, hand-made and manufactured kite

LABOR FA!I .Let's all try Sand Point/Mag
nugon Park, next to the soccar field

the afternoon of !mjmb\_m oh?
We'll try to whomp up something speclal
from the WKA board of directors

ceeemeeeeenee= clip and mail -

'

'KITE CLASS ENROLLMENT APPLICATION:

Mail tor Tom Siamson, 4653 So. ChicagoSt.
iSeattle, WA 98116 (725 3615)

IName
=Addrou '

{Phone no.t

$5.00 check enclomed. (Fee may be ad-
justed according to class size)

' ———————— elip and mall —-eewe- —
( = or = just send 35.00. name and info
to Tom if you don't want %o mangle the
kxite plans on backside of this pasge)

¢/o Pacific Science Center

200 2nd Ave. No.

Washington Kitefliers Asan.
Seattle, WA 96109

S.'n .

Bob keCort
6706 loZnd rl.
Lynnwood, Wa. 98030

te Lines: 7106 Campfield Road
Baltimore, MD 21207

- guarterly journel
for four issues.

Association:

$10,00 yearly
1104 Pideli
210 No« Char

$5.00 yearly

Seattle, WA

American Kitefliers

*“AKA NEwWS" wbusho!
even-numbered months

Bl
as

- newgletter even-numberesd months

c/o Pacific Sclence Center
200 2nd Ave. No.

98109
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