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WASHINGTON STATE INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL -- Long Beach, Washington

atog Oy hne g Adime g li ot Ao o1
of the “WSIKF", held anmually the
week in August. It's five years old
now. The festival committee estimat
ed that gbout 10,000 people dally
thronged the beach during the seven
day affair. As far as is known, this
is the only week-long kite festival
in the world. Fliers came from a-
round the country to fly or to watch
as amateur and professional kite fli-
ers competed for prized and attempta
to break flying records.

As in past years, records were
broken. Callfornia kiter Ken Fred-
aricks established a new world re-

ard when he raised a8 string of 179
odified Hyperkites into the sky a-
bove the dunes, besting the old re-
cord of 155, The laft dnx}1 Sunday,
saw a mass kite fly-in, apparent
North American record number of kit
1,031, were in the air at one time.
The unofficial count will be veri-_
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festival;
Launching Sunday's "Celehbrate
America® theme was a 150-foot long
Statue of Liberty dragon kite loaned

to the event organizers by White
Bird Kites, of Hawail.

Katsutaka Murcoka demonstrated
his kite-borne still and video cam-
erag, which dangle about 200 feet
from the ground and are triggered
by remote control shutter releases
he developed.

Murooka, who lives in Tokyo, de-
vigsed his system of kite photography
six years ago while doing aerizl
surveye of building sites. His work
sponsored in part by the Konica Cam-
#ra Co., has taken him around the
world.

Martin Lester, of Bristol, Eng-
land, another special guest at the

the



fegtival, demonstrated 3-
dimensional dites in the
shapes of the space shuttle,
bald esgles, geese, flam-
mingoes and sharks during
the woek. Lester was gener
ous with his special hand-
made kites, lending the
gtrings to onlookers curiows
to know what it feele like
to fly u shark or space shu
ttle. (mndapted from the
"Chinook Observer~®, Long
ach, WA)

it's always interesting
to hear what others have %o
gay about us. Here's nome
excerpts from the Associat-
ed Oregon Kiters nawsletten

"Monday: -- proceeded 1o
the beach. We were surpris
ed to gee how many people
were already there - the
skv war full of kites and the festi-
val wasn't even begunl!

Tuegday: -- Handmade Kite day -- 37
participants competed in 6 different
catagories for very inpressive rib-
bong. New this year was the Garbage
Kite Competition. Entrants were giw
en 30 minutes to collect debrie from
the beach and fashion 1t into a fly-
able kites. The resulta were creat-
fve and in some cases hilarlous.

-- notables of kiting world began %o
arrive -- Doug Hagaman -- glant pars
foils and windspinners and glant ev-
erything hanging from his lines --
Hyper Stunt Kite Team arrived --
synchronized flying -- Zilars flew
thelr display of flags --

Wednesday: Kide Day -- 69 kids par-
ticlpated and helped make the day's
evente & lot more fun -- Martin Les-
ter, Engkand, -- beautiful works of
art. (We also checked out his ear-
ring ench day -- my faverite was the
ministure kite reelf) -- Murcoks --
attached camera to the line of his
beautiful rokkakue or parafolls =--.
-- evening ACK hosted potluck bar-
B-que for Legter and Murocka --pre-
gented us with sutographed copy of
book.
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beé-

-= wind nasty in morning
-- AOK kite hospital saw lots of pa-
tients -- Individual Competition --
k2 contestants registered. AKA pre

tsutaka Murooka and Martin Lester

sident Margo Brown and daughter, Ste-
phanie, came -- Corry Jenaen was 2
gpotted here and thore - easily recog
nizeable sporting his black tie & tux
Stunt Kite Day: No wind --
but Zilar's glant bubble machine prow
ided entertainment -- until wind came
up. == dusk -- the mayor's annual
fireworke display and night fly. Doug
Hagaman impressed all with his laser
1light show on kiteas.
Saturdayy Team Competition! Genny
Forsberg agaln served as team captain
and assigned each of us to various
svents. (She even loaned some of us
to another club so that they would
get a chance to win.,) But hard as
they tried, thsy could not keep up
with us. We smeared them. A.O0.K.
WON THE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP!!! (Good
work, Team!) -- banquet -- attended
by over 160 kite enthusiasts and dig-
nitaries from all over the U.S, and
the world.
Sunday: -- another beautiful day --
At In%ﬁ the Big Count started with
kites of every size, color and ahayp
£i11ing the sky. Did you ever try
to count how many kites are in a ~
given sectlon of sky? 1It's hardl
But it was absolutely beautiful.



The festival definately lived
up to it's billing. In the sky
at any time, you could see num-
erous parafoils, wind-sox, spin
sox and tubes. One tube was 1380
feet long. - Art Ross, Canada,
flew hig 1,000 square-foot para-
foil, the Red Baron. Kay Bues-
ing, the festival coordinator is
to be highly commended for such
a great kite festival.

Next year, the Sky Liners
should plan to party-on-out to
Long Beach en masse.”

Martin Lester's “Bird Man" kite.

From "Skylines", newsletter of tm
Chicagoland Sky Liners Kite Club, as
reported by ui!g Steeles " -- packed
the van -- Friday -- reaching Pacific
Coast -- Mondav a.m. -- anticipating
my first view of the ocean but all I
could see was mud. =-- I had travel-
ed 2,200 miles in 2% days and the
lousy thing dries up! -- Then I re-
membered the tide; it must be out.
gfgng%gng -- Kids Day -- biggest

t of the day was a visit, kite in
hand, by Ben Franklin (Larry Zilar).
Thursday: Touch Me event required
your kite to hit a small target hung
between two kite lines without tang-
ling your kite. Albany, NY, Anchor-
age, AK, and San Diego, CA, won the
Farthest-Away event (rumored to be
Judged without aid of atlas).

-- Hobert Loera, Hawail, the
National Stunt Kite Champion, put on
a stunt kite show and the next day &
%feat India fighter klte demonstra-

on.

Saturday: Team Events. Next year
we'll need a team representing the
icagoland Sky Liners.
—~ (Notice the thing that
lookse like n used
cup on the kiteline? It's
really apn Bill and Connle Lester, Spokane, WA, had two beauti-
amplifier!) gyl ripstop deltas stralght up, shown here flying
-3 - with WKA high-performance Eddy, by Louise Crowley.




Misesing the target -- & chilling
sight to participanta Iin the
*Touch Me" event. Two of Doug
Hugaman'e giant parafolls holst
a volleybail net batween them,
emblasoned with ripstop targat.
A real challenge but real funl

Among WKA winnors were Molly Mo-
Connell dad Hay complaing that he's
known ag "Molly's Dad™ rather than
vice versu!), nge 15, who garnerad
three Jrd-lmces in ndult and youth
catagoriag. Molly was thes only win-
ner from the Seattle area. WKA
could claim “Best All-Around® win-
ners, but most belong to other cluts
and flew for them: Larry 2Zilar,
Kennewlck, WA, Bill Lester, Spokane,
WA, Mike Button, Bellingham, WA, and
Lynn Lary, Portland, OR, In that ord
er. laturally, WKA won "Oldest Kit-
er*, with Bob Hannah and Julian Wolf
both mge 78.

WKA won the "Team Surprise® ev-
ent. Each team waa handed n kit by
Tom Sisson, Team Event Chalrman. It
had kitemaking materials MINUS PLARS
WKA put together a flying thingamaljlg
vaguely resembling & Greger/Nishi
*One-Plece Dalta*, 1t flew lop-sidal
but it flew, Much credit goes to
Doug Hagaman, Chief Tape Dispenser,
whose steady, gentle handas separated
tape strips from was paper sheet,

FOR WKA EYES ONLY: How does that
braggadocio cockineas gn Page 2
grab you? By AOK. Next year, the
WKA has GOT to get organized. We
can't go on leaving it up to the
bunch of tired old men like Mick
Dahma, Mike Button, Ray MeConnell,
Jack Van Gllder and Ira Hodges.
You should have heard the wheezing
and moaning as thay neared the i
ish line! We heed gome otrong
young lege, eagle-eyed targeting
and deft preclislion next year, Our
weakness is in stunt {lyling, draw
ing 8 blank with a forfelt, We
did win the *"Reel Out and Retriew
al* avant, howaver, as well as
the "Surprisse" construction svent
If Chicagoland com=s next year,
are in BIG trouble.

Clip page 2 cut and nail it to
your locker room door!

WKA Treasurer, Virginia Knowles,
puts one out of sight. Note train

gtunters and dragons behind her
on the beach.



Honored at the banquet e
Saturday night were three
special guests of the festi-
val: Katoutaka Murooka, Tokyq
Martin Leater, Bristol, U8B,
and Robert Leora, Honolulu.
The three, well-known among
kite enthusliasts world-wide,
were pregented keys to the
city of Long Beach by feati-
vial organizers and Long Beach
Mayor Fred Rutherford.

*u'hﬂrford. who ig grin-
ing qui a following of fri-
onds in t 0 kiting world, was
pregented with n headband by
“urgo Brown, then-president of

he American Kitefllers Assn.
=1t gymbelized membership in
the rokkaku kite flghting team
of "Mama-gana". This gzroup

of gals, putting on a pre-e-t- Another nice thing about the Long Beach
t-y good imitation of the Featival in the o?lnlon of many ‘B the
fighting kites of Hamamatsu, mumber of commerci booths lining the

approach to the beuch from .own. Food

have flown thelr designer-kite booths were especially appreciated.

at threoa AKA conventions and
in Burope.

Kay Buesing, festival coordinaton
sald that the number of entries this
year was alightly larger than last
year, except for the stunt kite cata-
gory. 1t leaped from 25 to 35 con-
testants.

There are just a couple of little

suggestions WKA would maks:

1) Kay Buesing is going to suffer a
ad case of burnout 1f she doesn't
get wore help; 2) Many were less than
satisfled again with the restaurant
facilities for the banquet: 3) It
would profit Long Beach merchants %o
atay open during the eveningm. Azain
Thage sare but detalls.

'Y

Recognition should be given to
our Tom Sisson, Kathy Goodwind and
Doug Hag:man for their work. Com-
muting 169 miles to committee meeting

: Margo Brown, then-president of the
takes Dedication. The Long Beach ciw American Kitefliers Assn., is uhom

¢ committee are thanked with deep ap- here In serious discusgion with Wi
s—eciation. They had money as well as nembers. Gene Smiley (in mirror),
time involved 1n ft. Margaret Holzbauer, WKA Secretary,

and Bob Hanna gather around Van
Gilder's table for potluck. Margo
Bto ped off in Seattle on her way
ng Beach , dlaponalnf infor-
mnt and gathering opinions.



JSEFUL INPORMATION; Here's a Heavv-Breeze Delts, & variation on the “Foly-
kite", designed by Mike Ware, Northern Kite Group, England. This variatio.
was developed by Ed Myers, San Diego, CA, and tested by Jack Van Gilder in
a heavy breeze. It worked like a charm.

*I made mine of heat-sealed ("heat-bonded”) hi-density polyethylene®,
quoth Van Gilder. "The trashbag was 20 by 23 inches, so the "1" on the
plan was 20 inches. For this small of a kite, 1/8th inch dowels were hea-
vy enough. If you don't know how to heat-bond poly, send me an SSAE for
intructions. This kite can be made most any size, of most any material:
paperslplestlc or fabric. Use glue, soldering iron or sewing machine teo
assemble.
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In other words, each end of every spar and all three
corners of the keel(to a lasser extent) need some

1' form of reinforcement. Using ripstop nylon material,
only the ends of spar pockets are vulnerable.

L e

SOLUTIONs "Tyvek"! Tyvek is a tough, light, stiff, material which works
admirably, inserted into spar pockets on either plastic or ripstop. It
ecan also be HEAT BONDED WITH PLASTIC, it has just been discovered. It's
available from a huge roll at Ken Conrad's Great Winds Kite Shop, 402
Occidental Ave. So., Seattle 98104 (206) 624 6886. There are two types,
a stiff, paper-type form or limp, like fabric. The stiff is best for thive’

In kite construction, tape should be avoided, especially if you plan to
keep the kite for some time, like in a train. The ultra-violet rays of
sunlight will inevitably dry up tape. If there ls no way to get around
the use of tape, at least cover it over with heat-bonded plastic, sewed
fabric or glued paper. -6 -



WEA CLUB MEETING - Sept. 24, 1486,

Kathy Goodwind, Veep, called me-
eting to order at about 7:00 Pm.

Sect. Margarst Holzbauer report-
ed 233 names on roster, mAnY new,

19 of which are "trades & fresbleg"

Our ususlly-gerene secretary became
almost livid when asked of her fur-
ther adventures seeking tax-exemps
status from the I.R.S.

(Hot news! It came! Today! Now
Tom Sisson won't have to pay income
tax on WKA checking account inter-
est. We have our number if anyone
wanis To make a emedd contribution)

Yirginis Knowleg, Treasurer, re-

ported yearly income &t $gi275. with
.

outgo of $4,005, leaving 778 on
\_ account. Of this, $3m520 wag Fort
Worden Retreat income, $3,320 cut-
£0, after repaying expenses of our
slster clubs. $190 remains in that
account for 1987 seced monoy.

. w

Tom Sisson, Chalrman of Long Be-
ach Team Events, asked all kiters
to get thelr ldeas for activities
in to him soon. It was suggested
that WKA members bte informed of an
asgembly point, so we can get orman-
ized next year.

Jizm Kopki and Keith Leasure vol-
unteered to go with Tom next time
he does a kids' kite workshop at a
school -- a learning process.

slack Van Gilder volunteered to
get gtarted on the Fort Worden Re-
treat Weekend by sounding out the
other clubs about a good date.

|

‘ Chicagolan i Kite Club
sent us a dozen "Magic Wind Bags"
ag a fund-raiser for AKA. Contain-
ed in these neat little bags were:
1) Sacrificial virgi n crane (“bri-
dle 1t, burn it as an offering to
the volcano"), b) Sea shell(for
liatening for the wind"), ¢) Wind-

I wheel, -wave or -screw and d) a
wind “spell” from the Windy City

| Wizard.

I o Five members sprang for $2 bucks
apiece. The AKA is now $10 richer
because of these Good Guys.

I The business meeting wns merci-
’ fully short, so we spent the rest_

7

of our time until 9 pm closing,
"Showing 'n Telling". Everyone came
#quipped. But Keith Leasure came e-
quipped with handout plans (you'll
get youras next issue of WKANewszletter)

Speaking of which, if you'd like
to receive a great lé-page newslettm,
Joln Chicagoland Kiters, 67OZ No.
California Ave., Chicago 60645: $8.00
Great ag it is, their crummy photos
can't match Walt Sharp'se printing!

Throwine effort of their
own, the hag
come to our attention. Don't send
money for a newsletter: They have
no dues nor newsletter. Don't waste
& gtamp on them either: They have
no address.

Kathy Goodwind couldn't help
but notice the T-shirts (they DO have
T-shirts) on a nice couple who ent-
ered her shop, Suspended Elevations.
Hob and Connie Jones were weari
theirs, practically walking bill-
boards. ©ne side said, "RIGHT TO
FLIGHT ORGANIZATION". The other had
n sorta-poem
"FLYING: I don't try to explain why

I love to fly:
For those who understand --
-=- no explanation is needed.
For those who don't understand --
== neo explanation is poasiblev,

Ye Editor was sent a newspaper
clipping (Clipping, nothingt It was

f a page from the Bellingham Har-
old) telling about this s¥h-a-a-nge
group of devotees who meet every sum-
mer Wednesday avening at 7:00 pm on
Squalicum Spit, out of Bellingham.
They fly stunt kites, mostlg. The
nrtfolo went on to mention Bob Gelst,
the Joneses, and Shirley and Don Al-
len, whe also belong to WKA., But
when queried by mail by Ye Editor,
he found that they don't answer their
mall, elther.

Could it be that they don't be-
lleve "Bigger Ts Better” and “Let's
Get Organized"? VYea, verily; this
smacks of heresy.

But -- they have great fun -- ,

NOTE FROM CHECKLEY: IMAX film *On
the Wing" at Science Center has 13

_minute segment on Chinese kites.



SCHEDULE: - upcoming events -

Nov. 20th - Thuraday - WKA Club Mees®
ing - Pacific Science Center -
7 to 9 PM - bring "Skow 'n Tell®

fiov. 23rd - Sunday - B8 pm - WIBS-TV:
Ted Turner Network) - Shirone Kite
Festival (12 min.) - Dave Checkley

& Dan Kurahashi. consultants

Jan. lst - lhth Annual "Protest the
Bowlg” Kitefly, New Years day =
Golden Cardens Park - 10:730 am

March 6, 7 & 8th,'87: Fort Worden
Retreat Weekend - (tentatlve date)
Every Sunday afterncon: Gasworks
Park: noon-on: Fly on WKA Should
er of Kite Hill,
W MEMBEES: It'e & pleasure to gmeat

Michael Boyce
Donna Broocks &

Ira Hodges Mike Thomas

Fred Christian Margaret Tougher
Greg & Sue Clark g,y Visscher,Jr.
Mery Ann Davis  cpuop webd
Margaret Dolan pavid Weigand

Merle Gordon Joan and Garth
Gayle Graves

Joe Richey
David Senzig

oP. Wegthoff
Masato Horikiri ppone Woyland
James & Char- Garth E. Williame

lotte Koski
Donsld Lundahl
Vera MeDaniel
James & Lynn
Nettles
Dan Nordgaard
Thomas D. Phelps

NEW : For addresses and phone
numbers of all members, new and old,
gsend a stamped, self-addressed envel
ope to our Madam Secretary,

Bob Windom,

KW Photoastock
Gary E. Woltkamp
Milton Won
Rodney L. Yarger
George Yurlsich

Helszbauer, 703 So. Cloverdale, Seat-
tle, WN, 98108. (206) 762 3053

Qur roster is up-dated svery time
we publish a newsletter, thanks to
member who operates he
own personal Personal Computer.
Wonderful!

WKA OFFICIALDOM:
Prasidents Kevin Sanders - 243 2264

Vice Press Kathy Goodwind- 633 4780
Secretary: Margaret (above)

Treasurer: Virginia Knowles-5273 5578
Editor: Jnck Van Gllder - 938 0550
Pagt-Pres: Tom Sisson - 725 3615

— ——

- w

v ‘
FOR MEMBER IN
WASHINGEO KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION:

-- gemd pames pddress and phone num-

ber foiopp dddress below with your
check fo 5D, This will get you
six hewsletterp during the next yean
letelok dn,on the fun of kite-
flyiggr wih Sther enthueiasts.
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Washington Kitefliers Association
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