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MEMORIES OF
JACK VAN
GILDER

SKY BROTHER
by Gemry Osborne

Time passes
And eyes that close
will open
And you will see your kites
Shining back the glory
of God
Your back yard
will be eternity
Stretching past the light
of stars
Cherubim will clap
Not their wings
but their hands
As angels marvel

at the sight

For you, Sir, b
have been ordained B
To fly before the very face :
of God ﬁ

!
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loved kiting. Most of /4
us probably know a bit
less about how much
he loved God. Jack
taught us a lot about
the joy of kiting, butin
a very subtle way he
gave us another thing
to learn. | think that
Jack hoped that, when
we put our kites into
the sky, some of us
would remember that
God made the carth
and the sky and He
breathed the first wind
that gave it life. And
after all, don’t you
think He did a good
job? Jack taught us to be thankful for what we
were given, to make the best of cvcrrthing we
have, and above all to enjoy life. When | close my
eyes and think of Jack, | sec a man with a smile on
his face. | can’t remember Jack ever complainin

very much even in a losing battle with a painfu
discase. | think Jack made the best of everything
and every day that he was given. May God give us
all the eyes to sce life the way the way Jack saw it
and to enjoy it the way he did. Thank You Lord
for giving us Jack.

from Jody Hagaman
Jack Van Gilder was the heartbeat of the WKA

Newsletter. He put in long hours on articles and
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walked a lot of miles to take photos at
festivals and special events. We owe Jack
a lot for keeping the newsletter one of
the bestin the world. The one thing I will
miss hearing is Jack saying, “Van Gilder
here” when he used to call me. Also [ will
miss the detailed Christmas Letter he
sent every year. He will be missed buthis
memory will live on in the WKA
Newsletter as long as other members are

willing to work as hard as Jack did.
from Scusscxe Sedow (Great Winds)

One Memorial Day maybe ten years
ago, Jack Van Gilder brought out his kite
train, even though it was overcast,
muggy, and looked like rain. He flew it
anyway, all day. In the course of the
afternoon the wind changed more than
270° and the train often coiled and
twisted as it flew. Suddenly the wind changed —
and died — and the train began to snake down
across the park. In seconds Jack had recruited
every passerby and that train was safely un-
tangled, hauled in, and stacked in very few
minutes. Then, I'm almost sure, it started rain-
ing...

Jack flew his kite train off the warchouse roof-
top when Ken and | were married up there in our
“garden”...

Jack made great excuses to keep in touch. He
used to call me, out of the blue, to ask for a word
that meant such-and-such. Then we'd chat for a
minute and sign off...
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Clockwise: Ken Conrad of Great Winds, Ken's 300 Eddy
train; WKAer launching an unusual shaped kite, Bob
Hanna; getting up a large parafoil is not easy

We will always remember Jack as a welcoming
sort. He always went out of his way to make
everyone feel at home whether he was at home, in
our shop, or out flying. Just naturally solicitous!
In addition to so many other things, Jack gave us
all such a strong sense of belonging...

Ken also adds: Jack was my first customer!

from the stafl of Kka Lines

We at Kite Lines somechow can’t believe that
our longtime friend, Jack Van Gilder, is gone. We
feel a sort of sad anticipation, awaiting that
stream of friendly, newsy letters that used to come
from him. In fact, our next issue will contain
material submitted by Jack. The impact of his
works will be felt long after all of the tears have
dried. Jack will be missed by all of us

from Ted Flerming, Grest Oume Kite Fllers, Huntingdon England

The sad news of the passing of Jack Van Gilder
came as a great shock and on behalf of the Great
Ouse Kite Fliers | send their deepest sympathy
and condolences to his widow Vi, his family, and
also to the Washington Kitefliers Association in
their grievous loss of a truly great leader of
kitefliers everywhere.

Although I never had the pleasure of meeting
Jack personally, 1 had followed his writings with
interest, and a few years ago when | became
Editor of High Lines and President of GOKF, 1
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was most gratified to
receive a letter from
- Jack which expressed
some very gemerous
compliments on my ef-
forts. He also sent me a
few dollars for a GOKF
badge...

Itwas Jack's idea fora
snub-nosed delta which
led me to the design for
my Ram Delta kite and
the many hours of
pleasure in flying it in light thermals as well as in

ales. A great name in kiting, JACK VAN
ILDER will endure in memory for ages to come.
from Don Lary, Portiand OR

At the 6th Annual Washington State Interna-
tional Kite Fly (1987) I entered the Individual
contest where 1 hoped to win in the “Best All-
around Kiteflier” category. In the final tally of

oints | found that | had only tied for first place.
y disappointment was short-lived when 1 found
that | had tied with JACK VAN GILDER — the
erson | most admired for his kiteflying ability.

y finest recollection is that ] tied the master in
open competition, not that I surpassed other com-
petitors.

Jack spent years teaching people about this
sport. His dedication and hard work in that arca
will be uncqualed for many years to come. 1 am
honored to have known him.

from Mike Wright, Temple TX
I thought that you might like to know that on
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Sunday, May 7, we held our Third Annual Temole
Kite Festival and that it was dedicated as a
memorial fly for Jack Van Gilder.
f1om Roy Willsons, Yakima Valley Kite Fiyers
Three years ago March, Rod Yarger and Roy
Willson made their first trip to the Fort Worden
Kite Makers Conference. It was at this time that
we really got to know Jack Van Gilder. Jack spent
a lot of time showing us the heat bonding techni-
que and how to build dclta kites out of the colored
trash bags that he had brought along We left Fort
Worden with the plans for Jack’s kite and a large
supply of trash bags. From that time on we spent
many hours showing others how to build what we
have always called the “Jack Van Gilder Special”™.
On the evening of April 16, 1989, we received the
sad news that%ack an Gilder had passed away
the day before. Due to commitments at work
[Yargerand Willson are policemen — Ed.], it was
obvious that neither of us would be able to make
the trip to attend services in Seattle. Having this
in mind, Rod got up early Monday morning and
built a “Jack Van Gilder Special™. He brought it
to work thinking that we might have time to
release the kite in Jack’s memory. On this par-
ticular day we were assigned to work a training
detail in the open grounds of the Yakima Firing
Center. At about 11:00 a.m. a light breeze came
up and we felt it was the right time to release the
kite. Present during the moment of silence was
Rod Yarger, Cliff Bond, and Roy Willson. The kite
was let out to the end of its 600" spool of light line
and then released. As we sat and watched, we
expected the kite to simply drift out of sight
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toward the ground. This didn't happen. For some
reason the kite started to climb and continued to
do so in very large circles. Moments later two of
the arca’s rcsident Bald Eagles came to inves-
tigate. They started to circle and soar with the kite
and did so for about ten minutes until the kite had

climbed so high that it went out of sight.
from DAVID JULIAN, WKA Newsletter Editor

Jack Van Gilder called me because I lived not
far from him in West Scattle, and he said he
needed help with the folding and mailing of the
WKA Newsletter. While stapling and stuffing, 1
noticed that the newsletter often had typed lines
with obvious corrections, and the columns
weren't straight or justified (as is the fashion in
the “slick™ magazines). So | offered to word
process the text on my computer. Jack still did the
writing and the photography.

Jack was often criticized. He was accused of
not printing articles sent to him, although I never
once saw him refuse anything, He was accused of
publishing the newsletter for his own self-aggran-
dizement, although 1 always watched him go out
of his way to credit somecone clse with an idea, an
article, or an effort that was more realistically his
own. And he had one very tragic flaw for a jour-
nalist — he always wrote in first person singular.
He took risks and he said what he thought, regard-
less of consequences. He didn’t hesitate to put
himself rightin the thick of it. In the last few years,

he turned more and more of the editing chores
over to me, and we often laughed when he let me
soften some of those outspoken opinions of his.
He had a deceptively gentle style. I never heard
him sax anything derogatory about anyone, never
heard him raise his voice.

Men with Jack’s kind of dedication to helping
others are hard to deal with. They never seem to
have time for you to reciprocate, but they always
seem to have time for your problems. I was lucky.
Tom Sisson asked me to put together the presen-
tation to the AKA for Jack’s nomination as “Kite
Flyer Of The Year”.

Jack was devastated by the news of the cancer,
and he tried to lie to me about the seriousness of
the prognosis. 1 think he was afraid that | would

ity him if I knew he was dying. Once he knew that

would just let him live out his life the way he
wanted, he was straight with me. And he allowed
me to do something 1 will always love him for
when the doctors told him there was nothing more
they could do for him except give him drugs for
the pain, he let me come over to his house, and in
a very emotional moment, he gave me the chance
to say goodbye, and to tell him the kinds of thin
people always say they wish they had told their
loved ones before it was too late.

1 told Jack Van Gilder | wished he had smaller
shoes...

PACIFIC SCIENCE CENTER KITE SHOW & KITE MAKING

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who
helped make this such a successful kite show. On
March 30 we hungabouta hundred kites in Build-
ing 2 just outside Classroom 201. They added so
much color to that area that everyone was over-
whelmed with their beauty,

On April 29 and 30 we made Boka Boka kites,
free for anyone who wanted to make a kite that
flics. We work especially hard at making sure that
the Boka Boka is always different. This one had
the Pacific Science Center logo printed on it, and

by TOM SISSON
over 400 of them were made for adults and
children over the two-day period, On Sunday we
managed to take down the exhibit, clean up the
arca, and leave the center between 5:00 and 6:30

.m.

We offered adult classes that were attended by
such enthusiastic people that they were definitely
worthwhile. Thanks again to all who donated their
valuable time and energy to make this event such
a success!

KITEFLYING ON TAHITI AND RAPA NUI

In late April and carly Mag, m{y wife Kiku and
I journeyed to the South Pacific to vacation.
herever 1 go 1 carry one of Dave Checkley's

little SportKites to test the winds of various exotic
skies around the world. The little kite has flown
in such diverse Placcs as Japan, Hawaii, and
Rome. On this trip it was to fly in the Southern
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by MORT SCHMORLEITZ
Hemisphere for the first time,

We left Scattle on April 25 and arrived at
Papecte late at night on the same day after a
layover in Honolulu. One of the side trips we took
was a tour of the island of Moorea, an hour’s ferry
ride from Tahiti. During our lunch stop | had an
opportunity to let the kite test the tropical
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breezes for the first time. The kite was launched
from a dock in very light winds, and after a very
brief flight ended up in the drink.

The next attempt was made on Rapa Nui (bet-
ter known as Easter Island). Here the winds were
so strong that the kite collapsed almost immedi-
ately upon launching, and when the winds finally
did moderate, the rain began to fall

Success was at last achieved the day we took a
trip around the island. We stopped to take lunch
at Anakena Bay on the cast side of the island
where the Norwegian expedition headed by Thor
Heyerdahl set up its base in 1955, Here the on-
shore breezes were perfect for kiteflying, and the
little Sport Kite took offin great form. | turned its
handling over to our guides while 1 prepared to

launch my Skynasaur Skyfoil™ dual liner. Wind
velocitywas barely sufficient to get the kite up and
after a few lazy loops it landed, not to be flown
again.

Back on Tahiti onc morning 1 looked out the
window of our hotel room and saw a couple of
Thai-like fighters darting in the sky beyond some
neighboring buildings. A brief scarch brought us
to a small open spot between buildings and trees
where children about cight years old were playing
and skillfully flying the kites. The kids took a great
interest in the fold-up-and-put-in-a-pocket kite.
With Kiku's help 1 got the kite up, but in order to
get really good winds 1 would have to have flown
it above the surrounding buildings, something I
didn’t want to risk doing.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

from DARRYLSTEPHISON, WKA P resident

Once again we mourn the passing of one of the
“greats” in kiting. We all liked Jack Van Gilder,
probably because he seemed to like every one of
us. Without his many sacrifices on our behall, this
Association would surely not have come as far as
it has. He will certainly be missed by all of us.

This has certainly been a busy two months.
That's good perhaps at a time of sorrow. One of
our members who has been around for a few years
said, “I've never scen a calendar with so many
events.,” Some weekends we have two or three
different things toIick from. We begin to com-
plain that we missed a kite fly because we were at
another kite fly. Now there's an interesting prob-
lem.

Actually we start to slack off a bit in the sum-
mer months. That gives us a chance to get our
newest kites ready for the big one in August.
Before any of us forgets, | want to thank all of you
who have put in so much time already this year.
Many of these events could not happen without
volunteer effort. It's also nice to notice that, in the
midst of all our effort, we were actually having

fun. Keep it upl!

from Jody Hagaman, WKA Past Secretary

WKA now has a hot new 89 Centennial pin. We
have already sold over 200. Order yours today.
The pins are rapidly becoming more popular than
the patches. Ordering information is in the Clas-
sified Ad section. New members and rencwals
have been comingin pretty steady and 1 have been
busy, busy.

Yes the rumors are true, Doug & 1 have moved
to Grayland (just south of Westport). | have en-
joyed being Secretary and | apologize for
any mistakes | made. | would like to thank the
following people for all their help during the past
six months: Darryl & Kathy Stephison, Margaret
Holzbauer, Bob Hanna, Tom Sisson, Kathy Good-
wind, Stan Swanson, and David Julian. 1 know ]
have missed a couple of names. ] wish you all
another wonderful year of kite flying in your
favorite spots, and I hope to see you out in the
flying ficlds, especially near Westport and Long
Beach. Take care and {ly safely!

LAST MINUTES
BOARD, March 22

The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. at the Pacific
Science Center by WEKA President Darryl Stephison.
Present: Don & Shirley Allen, Kathy & Darryl Stephison,
Bob Hanna, Margaret Holzbauer, Stan Swanson, Doug &
Jody Hagaman, LF;I. Morgan. After committee reports, the
following items were discussed: permts for orgamzed flies,

Worden 1990 planning meeting April 16 at Ken Conrad's
house, Pacific Science Center logistics, financial and logis-
tics provisions for the May 21 Mukilteo Fly, reports on Long
Beach Festival meetings February 11 and March 18th. Meet-

ing adjourned at 9:05 pm.
MEMBERSHIP,April 1
Meeting called to order at the Burger King by WEA

WKA sanctioned stunt kite classes, Pacific Science Center  President Darryl Stephison. Tom Sisson and Shirley Allen
support for kite education, pressreleases. Comingevents: . elected to the Board. following items were discussed: Ft
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Worden finances & policy, kite safety education, Kathy
G oodwind's free stunt kite flying school, committee reports.
Coming events: Pacific Science Center display, Kids' Day,
Children's Orthopedic Hospital diop‘l:tz Oregon meeting for
Long Beach festival, Preston Wine lars and the Eastern
Washington meeting, Mukilteo, Pro Challenge (canceled),
Wings over Washington (Warning: kites must be lower than
500'5, Centennial event picnic, WSIKF. Meeting adjourned

at noon.
BOARD, April 2¢
Meeting opened at 7:15 by WEA President Darryl
Stephison. Present: Gene Smiley, Stan Swanson, Dawid

Julian, Tom Sisson, Kathy Goodwind, Darryl & Kathy
Stephison, Doug & Jody Hagaman, Margaret Holzbauer,
Ll;ﬁ! Morgan, Diane (?). Discussion on the following tor'cs:
Board vacancy because of the passing of Jack Van Gilder,
newsletter ':zitorill and advertising policy (newsletter
limited to 12 pages unless Board approves), Ft. Worden
Conference (motion carried to make it a separate corporate
entity), new WEA pins, and patches, Kids' Day success
noted tcard notice to all members for memorial fly for
Jack Gilder May 7, Gerry Osborne Coming
events: Mukilteo, Long Beach, Long Beach Picnic. Meeting
adjourned at 9:05.

—

REGIONAL REPORTS

BEN FRANKLIN KITE SOCIETY

“Wind? What wind?" Marleen asked me on that April
29th morning. The wind always blows in the Tri-Cities (that's
what we call our little metropolis of Richland, Kennewick, &
PascoWA). That is what you would t here in the desert
where there are no trees to stop the wind. If a jackrabbit
sneezes a half mile away we get out our kites. Well the
jackrabbits haven't been sneezing for weeks. The Kiona

inery Annual Barrel Tasting and Kite Fly was a warm,
gentle breeze time. Sun tan, fly a few kites, and sip a little
wine. Among the notables joining Marleen and | were Sharon
& Weil Muxlow from Walla Walla, Greg & Margaret Greger
from Richland, John & Linda Zilar from Keanewick, Barb
& Cliff Bond, Bob Park, and Rod Yarger from Yakima. We
had a fine dinner with Ann & John Williams, owners of the
winery, and even tasted their Ice Wine on Saturday night. On
Sunday we released a white kite in honor of Jack Van Gilder.
When it was cut loose, it sparkled in the distance, flashing its
light back to us as a gentle wave of bye. It gained
tremendous altitude and then — just prior to disappearing
— an eagle appeared on the horizon. It was a moving ex-
perience to those who watched and understood.

Amid the vineyards in the Columbia Basin lies the Pres-
ton Winery. Cathy Preston brought lots of fun activities to
their Fuk for the weekend, including model racing cars,
model hydroplanes, kite flying, a hot dog stand and some of
the finest wines in Washington to taste. 85° temperatures and
occasional thermals brought out the plastic kites and kite
trains

Saturday night (May 6) a WKA General Meeting was held
at the Zilar home along with a great taco feed (thank you
Marleen & Linda Ziler). Sunday’s wind was 2 to 4 for
the Jack Van Gilder Memorial Kite Fly. A white Van Gilder
delta signed by all finally broke its fine thread, severing itself
from the human powers that might try to control it. Free at
last torelease its spirit and life and discard the physical back
to Earth's elements. Your spirit, Jack, is warm within our
hearts. The BFES wishes to thank the Lesters, Muxiows,
Gregers, Sissons, Parks, Chinns, Stephisons, Skiptons, But-
tons, Willsons, and Zilars for a great time.

Balloons! Balloons! Balloons! 90 feet tall, thousands of

ds of ripstop nylon and color that you wouldn't believe.

'ou think you have an expensive hobby? Well at the 15th
Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede, on the morning of
Saturday May 13, 52 of those bags of hot air ornamented the
sky. As Marleen and | looked back after our lift-off there
were thousands of rcople waving and cheering and as each
balloon behind us lifted into the air the cheers grew more
intense. To describe the flight: the Earth fell away from us
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because we had no sensation of rising. The air was clear and
we were standing on our own platform, unobstructed by a
wind screen. There were balloons above us, below us, in
front, behind, beside, everywhere! Marleen and I have
crewed balloons for four years and every time we go up with
other balloons around us the thrill is always the same. (I
might add, you have to crewa lot of times before you can get
a nide.) Later that day, the BFKS demonstrated kites in a
no-wind condition. We had a wonderful time talking to inter-
ested spectators and watching sky divers dropin on us. Every
once in a while Bill Lester would fly his kate train (in one
direction or the other —isn't lhcrm{lctivity great?). Try as
we did, very few kites would fly. The afterncon balloon fln%hl
was canceled. Too windy for ballcons, not windy enough for
kites! lsn't that something? The nigfzt glow was a roaring
success. The balloons sat on the ground and lit their burners
at the same time to give the illusion of giant Chinese lanterns.
Sunday morning’s dawn gave forth another balloon-filled
sky. tcolotf
The success of the kiting event could not bave been
go-iblc without the support of the Lesters and Utleys from
pokane, the Muxlows and Bains from Walla Walla, the
Buttons and Allens from Bellin Deb Cooley and Ken
Tumania from Lincoln City (OR), and the two Zilar families

from Kennewick.
Remember “Wings Over Washington” July 29. [See the
Kite Calendar — Ed.) Bring a picnic lunch and come

celebrate Washington's centennial with a kite! KEEP UP
THE SPIRIT!

For additional information about the BFES contact Larry
or Marleen Zilar (509) 586-2664, John or Linda Zilar (509),
or Greg or Margaret Gre rh(‘S 943-3951. b get
BFKS Patch ( free BF& em nhsg’. send a sell-ad-
dressed uam&ed enwelope and $3.50 (USS) to Larry Zilar,
BFKS, 1030 W. 14th Ave, Kennewick, WA 99337, [Watch the
Kite Calendar for BFE sponsored events in the Eastern
Region — Ed.]

SQUALICUM KITE FLYERS

The Squalicum Kite Flyers had a busy two months. Mike

& Ron Button did a demonstration on two different days for
the Alderwood School kinderparten class. The SKF core
roup (the Allens, Allens, Buttons, Buttons, Buttons,
ters, and Kerrs) flew kites and talked about kites, cour-
tesy, and safety for the Whatcom County Cub Scout Kite
Derby. Ron & Pat Button did a “no wind” display and talk
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for the Harmony School Cub Scout Kite Derby. Don &
Shirley Allen and Bill & Marion Carter traveled to Raimer
OR to do a demonstration for 300 kids at the school where
the Carters’ daughter teaches. Don & Shirley went on to the
Cannon Beach (OR) ﬂ{and joined Pat & Ron Button at the
Walla Walla (WA) Balloon Sﬁmpede and Kite Fly on May
13. The weekend of Ma& 7, all the Squalicum Kite Flyers flew
in memory of Jack Van Gilder. The majority of the group flew
at Squalicum Harbor, while Pat & Ron joined Darryl
Stephison, the two Zilar families, Sissons, \lenm. Chinns,
and Lesters, and others at the Preston Winery for a Saturday

fly and WKA Membership Mectmé'lnd Sundnmmnal fly
for Jack. All of the Squalicum Kite Flyers been in-
fluenced by him, those who knew him personally, and those
who knewof him through hiswritings. However we knew him,
we'll all miss him

For additional information about the SKF contact Don or
Shirley Allen, Squalicum Kite Flyers, 505 Bakerview #114
Bellingham, WA 98226 [Watch the Kite Calendar for SKF
sponsored events in the Northern Region — Ed.]

WESTPORT WINDRIDERS

The Westport Windriders meet monthly in the VFW Hall
10 Westport. There is no membership fee, but bring some-
thing tasty to the potluck before the meeting. The publish a
small but professional-looking newsletter. The current one
features articles about the upcoming Westport Kite Festival
and Wings Over Washington Fly-in, WW members’ par-
ticipation at the Ft. Worden erence, past potlucks and
meetings, the best recipes from past potlucks, a gossip

column, review of the Rewolution |, the nifty knot of the
month, and a calendar of events.

For additional information about the WW contact Chuck
Reese, Westport Windriders, P.O. Box 233, South Bend, WA
98536, 206/875-6385 (evenings). [Watch the Kite Calendar
for WW sponsored events in the Western Region — Ed.]

YAKIMA VALLEY KITEFLYERS

[See the submission by Roy Willson in the tribute article,
Memories of Jack Van Gilder, above — %

For additional information about the contact Rod
Yarger, Yakima Valley KiteFiyers, 209 N. 24th Ave., Yakima,

tch the Kite Calendar for YVK
tern Region — Ed.)

WA 98902, 509/453-4679.
sponsored events in the

]

CLASSIFIED ADS

—_— rc ’
white, blue, and gold, $3.00; OFFICIAL WKA
PATCH — 3" square, green on gold, $3.00 BUILD
SEVEN KITES and teach others how — official
WKA Teaching Pack includes plans for 2 sleds, 2
deltas, eddy, cobra, and delta conyne, $2.00.

CLASSIFIED ADS — any items related to
kites or kite flyers only 10¢ per word (33 mini-
mum) per issue, David Julian, WKA NEWSLET-

TER Editor, 10254 NE 21st Place, Bellevue WA
98004, (206)453-8895

KEEP YOUR EARS WARM Hcadbands made
of 100% wool with softacrylic lining. Choose “GO
FLY A KITE”", “TAKO KICHI" (Kite Crazy) or
“HAGAMAN PARAFOILS" in luscious and
bright colors (special order logos also available).
Just $14.95 cach. Now available at Gasworks Kite
Shop, Kitesport, Long Beach Kites, Pick-A-Patch
Kites (Westport) or order direct from Jod
Hagaman, 1470 Hwy 105 S., Grayland, WA 98547,
206/267- 7928. Wholesale inquiries invited.
Watch for new fall items including hats and leg
warmers.

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

My apologies to anyone who might have been
insulted or offended by my editorial in the last
issue. 1 didn't really mean to single out one person
or one region, | only meant to indicate that | was
tired of hearing complaints second hand. If you
have a complaint, send me a Letter to the Editor
and you'll see itin print. If you have ananonymous
comment, just ask me to withhold your name and
address.

1 also need to apologize to Kite Post’s Francis
Hall. In my rush to get out the last issue, |
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misspelled his name in the headline story every
time it was used. At least | was consistent.

WEKA Membership Applications are now avail-
able. Call me at 206/453-8895 and I'll be happy to
send you some. WKA Membership Rosters are
also available for the cost of materials and
postage. The rosters are for information only and
are strictly not for commercial purposes. The
rosters are available in a variety of formats (print-
outs, mailing labels, ctc.) Deadline for the August
issue is July 15.
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MORE HOT AIR — OUR READERS TALK BACK

from Devid & Linda Dunephent, Boca Retoo FL
Three cheers for Fort Worden "89 The Sixth Annual Kite
Makers Conference was a great learning experience. The
instructors shared a wealth of valuable information, and
demonstrated a quality of workmanship that is inspirational.
Thanks to the many “walking encyclopedias™ that were
E:nerous with their kute secrets. A special thank you to Llyle
organ for all her help and generomty, in addition to her
many responsibilities as event coordinator.
from Lynns Lary, Portiend OR
ar there bave been many changes in the kite
community, We have lost two of our most admired members.
In reflection, we can wish we could have expressed our
feelings of gratitude and our lowe for both Jack Van Gilder
and Dave Checkley more adequately. But that chance 18 lost
forever to us. What we can do is remember these two men,
They worked together for the good of this community for
many years. They didn't always agree, but they respected the
right of the other to differ in his opinion. This s a very
important lesson that we can all learn. In this way we can
show our respect for these two men and learn that respecting
other people can make this community stronger and happier.
T;us is a legacy I'm sure that Jack and Dave would be proud
of.

In the past

from Devid Bogle, Kite Group of Boles ID
| recently returned home to the “Land of Minor Winds"

after attending my third Fort Worden Kite Makers Con-
ference. Listen, | had a blast! | enjoyed a completely hassle-
free weekend of exciting new kite stuff, fascinating new
poo?Ic, typical weather, outrageous food, and the chance to
see friends. It was also my pleasure to teach a photography
class with Kite Post, a/k/a Francis Hall | want to express my
appreciation to all the people who took on the chores to
make this the biggest conference yet. Thanks.

Each year I've made it to Fort Worden I've heard grum-
blings about how the conference is run and how many people
should be allowed to attend. As a card-carrying WKA mem-
ber I'd like to say that | believe Fort Worden should be
permitted to grow until it stabilizes. Can you imagine a
thousand gtoplc at the Fort? We could end up being the
premuere Spnng kiting event ... | hope no attempt 15 ever
made to limat the number of attendees ...

from Seodke Adecrs s Jo AR M on AR RS e iy
On behalf of all the parents, we want to thank you

much for your booklet How To Make Kites Out Of Trash
Bags. We received donations of ready-made kite kits for our
event, but the children were far more interested inthe Trash
Bag kntes that they could decorate and put together themsel-
ves (with a little belp from their parents). It made the event,
held April 15th, truly successful for both the parents and the
children — we can't ask for more than that.

IN THE WIND

4th Annual Westport Kite
Festival — June 23-25

by Jody Hagarran
This year's Westport Kite Festival, sponsored
Pick-A-Patch Kites and the Westport Windriders, will
include an attempt at a new world’s record. Tal
Streeter, a sculptor from New York, will be at the
festival to fly his 300 o%.u(t. Hagaman Parafoil with a
tail four mules long. s record was attempted in
California in 1986, but failed dueto insufficient wind.
Tal Streeter is also known for his book, The Art of
Japanese Kites, which is still available at book stores
and kites stores. He has just returned from an April
kite tour of Weifang, China, and will be heading to
Korea following the Westport festival. Contact Pick-
A-Patch Kites, 206/268-0877 for more information
and your adwance registration form.

|
\

June/July 1989

Ale ATITMPT AT A TEW WORLD S RECORD]
» Lo o @ fowe roele o T 110“ n 0 w“[ FOOT
PARATON 1UTE it by Hosuman Rafols.
s U by Snipler Tal Streeter 1 Hew Wor k,
* P Seen n Moy osue of Sentiveman Moo sine

o LA 3
« PATE

t Wectreste,

o SPORSORED by P

REGON STATE
STUNT KITE

| The | -

flod Line |

: Dwn tewtors Stale Powk Beach « Westpor b, Wosmimeton
of LAUMCHE June 73 throwah 26 /

Areuan| FESTIVAL of RITES  /
A Pateh Wite Shop & Windriders e §lubh

o ML 2B-DRTT

River “D” Wayside in
Lincoln City, Oregon, will
be the location of this
year’s OSSKC July 15-16.
$10 includes fees for all
cvents, rules booklet, and
tec-shirt. Registration is
limited. Contact Eric or
Genny Forsberg, Rt. 2, Box
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373-F,Forest Grove, OR 97116 for more informa-

tion and registration form.

2nd ANNUAL SEATTLE TIMES KITEFLY

Saturday June 10th at Magnuson Park, the Seattle Times
16 sponsoring another all-day kitefly for its employees and
their families. Recreation Director Barbara Anne O'Neill

PLANNING FOR FORT WORDEN 1990

On Sunday April 16, a meeting was held at the home of
Ken Conrad and Suzanne Sadow to discuss next year's Fort
Worden Kitemakers Conference. Lyle Morgan gave us a
recap of this year's conference and some additional insights
to what it takes to prepare for it. Garth Westhoff gave an
overviewof the erence [inancial situation. Total revenue
for this year was almost §10,000. Total expenses were about
$3,000 but a few expenses have yet to be paid. The current
account balance is about §3,000 including the $1,000 which
was put in the account when it was opened.

ere was a discussion of what might have happened if
the snow storm had happened on the eve of the conference.
A proposal was made to form a more independent organiza-
tion to run the Fort Worden Conference. It 1s feit that this
will protect other WKA assets from liabilities resulting from
the conference. Alsoit ishoped that this will provide a better
environment for those outside of WKA who may wish to be
involved in the operation of the Conference. Tom Sisson has

by BARBARA ANNE O’'NEILL

invites all WKA members lobn’neva lunch and join in the fly.
Help us color the sky wath kites. We'll see you there!

by DARRYL STEFHISON

asked a lawyer tohelp us with the formation of this organiza-
tion. The group assembled on this day voted to recommend
this action to the WKA board. (It was later approved by the
board.)

People are needed now to make this organization work.
For legal reasons, there will have to be officera. These should
not be current WKA officers. It should not be necessary to
even be a WKA member, lf(!ou have an interest in the
planning and operation of this Conference, please make your
interest known.

Stan Swanson has volunteered to orgamze the teaching

rt of the 1990 Conference. He has some interesting new
ideas. Several le have been heard to say they would be
wlling to tencE a class. Please send Stan a note if you are
willing. [f you have any ideas in mind about the type of class,
size, duration, etc,, please include them. Wewant to have the
classes firmed up by Thanksgiving this year. Help from
prospective teachers 1s needed now.

WASHINGTON STATE INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL

On Tuesday May 9, a meeting was held at the Pacific
Science Center todiscuss the Washington State International
Kite Festival in August. A tentative schedule of events was
discussed and coordinators were identified for most of the
events. Some new and very interesting events have been

by DARRYL STEPHISON
suggested which could add a lot of fun and excitement tothis
very large and popular festival.
Volunteers are still needed. If you are interested, please
contact Jean Schwenk or any of the WKA board members.

Kite Humor from Gerry Osborne
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SNV TE o | WKITESPORTE
THANK THEM FOR THEIR 'I(! _m§ ath MR‘
SUPPORT! gy

w KITES, WINDSOCKS, TOYS &=
Come visit

g KitC SbOp Est 1972
| % ﬁ An outstanding collection of kites, kite

building supplies, books, accessories, and
other flying things . . .

402 Occidental Ave. S. Seattle, Wa. 98104 624-6886

Bring this
ad in for 10%
off any line
or accessory
purchases.

exp 7/31/8%9

MAINFRAM
KITE SHOP

OPEN TUES-FRI 116
SAT 11-2
627-1653

3340 E 111h STREET

GASWORKS KIT w
SHORPE _

3333 Wallingford N. 633-47
Lsmue Washington 334780

(ool Racn Rites

WIND TOYS, GIFTS AND ACCESSORIES

MARY MURPHY

1107-F COLLEGE ST SE »LACEY, WA 98500
(CORNER OF COLLEGE AND PACIFIC

TELEPHONE (206) 459-5800 « EVE 754-1851
e et ALCrpies

On the Pig Mdchme WE ACCEPT VISAMC MEMBER WK A

Betwoe the PLlu M e
g e AguauT

KITE CALENDAR
June 10 (Sat), 2nd Annual Seattie Times Kite Festival,
June 3 (Sat), WKA Qeneral Membership Meeting, Magnuson Park (West sice of Lake Washington), all
Burger King (S. end of Lake Union, Seattle), 10am, day, Barbara Anne O'Neill 206/878-5772
Darryl Stephison 206/657- 7334 June 10-11 (Sat-Sun), Red White & Blue Kite Festiva),
June 4 (Sun) Harrison Hot Springs Kite Festival, Harrison Agate Beach Wayside (Agate Beach, OF), Catch the
Hot Springs (BC), Dave Tuttle 804/872-7685 Wind 800/227- 7878
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June 11 (Sun), Parksville Kite Festival, Parksville (BC),
Dave Tuttle 604/872-7685

June 18 (Sun) ard Annual Courtney Kite Fly, Courtney
(BC), Whales Tale Toys 604/338-1233

June 21 (Wed), WKA Board Meeting, Pacific Science
Center, 7pm, Darryl Stephison 2068/657-7334

June 23-25 (Fri-Sun), Westport Kite Festival, Twin
Harbors State Park, Pic-A-Patch Kites 206/268-0877

June 24 (Sat), Special Pick-A-Patch Barbecue and
Westport Windnders meetng, Kila-Hana Clubhouse,

8pm, Chuck Reese 206/875-6385, a WW event

July 1 (Sat), WKA General Memberahlp Meeting,

Burger King (S. end of Lake Union, Seattle), 10am,
| Stephison 208/857-7334

July 2 (Sun), Kite School, Magnuson Park, Kathy
Goodwind (Gasworks Kite Shop) 206/632-6151

July 2 (Sun), Fun Fly (Cle Elum Street Fair), Old
Buriington Northern Train Yard (Cle Elum), noon to
Spm, Bruce Coe 508/674-5560

July 2 (Sun) BCKA Fly4n, Vanier Park
(Vancouver BC), Dave Tuttle 604/872-7685

July 15-16 (Sat-Sun), Oregon State Stunt Kite
Championships, D River Wayside (Lincoin City OR),
Lincoin City Visitor Certter 800/452-2151, $10.00 entry
fee required

July 16 (Sun), Fun Fly, Fort Casey State Park (Whidbey
Island), 11am, Mike Button 206/733-7380, an SKF

event

July 22 (Sat), Fly the Wild Wind, Stevenson WA,
Stevenson Chamber of Commerce 508/427-8911

July 22-23 (Sat-Sun), Winchester Fleet
(Competition on Sat, Fun Fly on Sun), sport OR,
Leonard Hogg (Lower Umpqua Chamber of
Commerce) S03/271-3531

July 26 (Wed), WKA Board Meeting, Pacific Science
Certter, 7pm, Stephison 2068/657-7334

e ek, SoavaTe 87 7s) Ooeerighores
arbara O'Nell, , Ocean Shores
Ocean Shores Kites, 206/289-4103), Twin Harbors

State Parkin Westport (Chuck Reese, 206/725-3615),
Long Beach (Long Beach Kites, 206/642. 2202), this is
an official Centennial '89 event [DANQER: Due fo the
prasence ol low-flying aircraft KITES MUST
REMAIN BELOW AN ALTITUDE CEILING OF 500']

July 29 (Sat), Westport Windriders potiuck, VFW Hall (211
E. Pacific St), 8pm, Chuck Reese 206/875-6385

. Au%.ms (Sat), WKA Qeneral Membership Meeting,

urger King (S. end of Lake Union, Seattie), 10am,
Darry| Stephisom 206/657-7334 .
Aum 21-27 (Men-Sun), W State International
Festival, Long Beach (WA), Kay Buesing
206/6685-5744 -

Washington Kitefliers Association

an allihate of the AMERICAN KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION
PACIFIC SCIENCE CENTER 200 Secono Avenue North, Seattle, WA 88109

eSS

Morris & Kelci Williams
18030 NE 155th Pl

Woodinville, WA 98072



