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New Year’s Day at Golden Gardens 
 
   The weather forecast was for a dry day! Amazing 
considering this very, extra wet weather we had 
recently. So much so that the road on the hill above the 
park washed out!  
   The wind was blowing that morning around the Puget 
Sound area! Golly, it looked like we were going to have 
a really great fly!! But, alas, the wind stayed over on the 
other side of the hill and did not visit us at the park that 
day. Gee, mark that day down as one that Dick Curran 
did not win the “Charlie Brown” award!   
   It was great to see so many come for the day. Thanks 
to everyone who helped with the shelter and brought 
snacks and food to share. 
 
Sylvia Bernauer 

 
And an additional note from Georgean Curran: 
 
   The new Year’s day fly was a success as far as 
numbers of people turning out, (between 30-40 at least, 
I lost count) and signing up new members, and getting 
new people interested in Fort Worden, but there was 
NO wind.  
   No worry about getting kites stuck in trees this year. 
Couldn't get them up high enough to get into a tree. 
Dick got the Barn Door kite up highest, but that was 
with a very long launch and steady reel in. A few others 
gave it a try, but mostly the kites sat in the cars. It was 
a beautiful day as you will be able to see in the pictures.  

It looks like  Dick Curran might be trying for the Charlie Brown 
award by getting a long pole to fly his kite with. Getting kinda close 
to those trees!! 

 

Rick White is working with his new Rev kite which he 
mentioned in his notes. What a gorgeous backdrop of 
the mountains covered with snow.  
 

Photos by Georgean Curran 
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WKA Board Members 
President 
Rick White 
Ssragtop@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
Ken Conrad 
ken@greatwinds.com 
 

Treasurer 
Carol Lord 
carollord@comcast.net 
 

Secretary 
Susan Tislow 
bstislow@yahoo.com 
 

Membership 
Sylvia Bernauer 
dbrn1@earthlink.net 
 

Education 
Ken Conrad 
ken@greatwinds.com 
 

Merchant Liaison 
Ray Bojarski 
rbojarski@comcast.net 
 

Products 
Position Available 
 

Special Events Coordinators 
Glenda Kleppin 
gmakleppin@usa.net 
Jerry Graham 
jlgraham@usa.net 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Marzlie Freeman 
marzlie@shaw.ca 
 

Webmaster 
Rick White 
ssragtop@aol.com 
 

Safety 
Position Available 

Contact a member of the Board to let 
them know you would be happy to 
help out with the positions that are 
available, Your club needs YOU 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO THOSE WHO WILL BE 
ATTENDING THE FORT WORDEN KITEMAKER’S 
CONFERENCE——— 
 
It will not apply to everyone, but most 
certainly applies to those of you who use the 
ferry that goes over to Port Townsend from 
Whidbey Island. John and I first found out 
about this problem when we were traveling 
home just before Thanksgiving. We were 
trying to avoid I-5 traffic by going north via 
Whidbey Island. Nicely enough there was a 
traffic warning sign just before we got to the 
Hood Canal bridge that let us know the ferry 
was cancelled. So we instead took the Edmonds/Kingston ferry back 
over to I-5, and at least we avoided the Tacoma and Seattle traffic.  
 
So here’s information about the ferry situation from Allen Taylor who 
lives on Whidbey Island.  
 
You may want to let people know who will be attending Fort Worden 
that the ferry situation between Whidbey Island and Port Townsend is 
up in the air. Right now there is no vehicle ferry, only a foot 
passenger ferry.  
 
While we are supposed to have a vehicle ferry sometime in late 
January or early February that isn't cast in stone. Not only that but 
the ferry we'll be getting is smaller than the ones we used to have 
with a lower freeboard. The freeboard issue means there will be more 
cancellations due to weather than with the old ferries. 
 
It would behoove any one planning on using the Whidbey Island 
(Keystone) to Port Townsend route to check the ferry schedule just 
before leaving  

(http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/schedules/current/)  
or call the WSF information number: 

 
* Statewide: 

•  Dial 5-1-1 
•  1.888.808.7977 

•  1.800.843.3779 (automated) 
* Out of State: 206.464.6400 

* Seattle: 206.464.6400 
 
If the Whidbey Island/Port Townsend ferry 
is not available or too iffy, use the 
Edmonds/Kingston crossing instead. 
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What to Do?? 
 
Just a note to say there is so much going on right now in kites 
not only in the Northwest, but also all over the world. For those 
car travelers out there look for festivals up and down the west 
coast all year long.  
 

January 
Scott Davis throws his Windless Kite Festival at Long Beach 
starting the New Year with the longest running indoor kite 
festival out there. Demos, competitions, free kite lessons, and 
more. 
 

February 
Instead of dreading the bitter cold of February, we welcome it as 
we travel down to Arlington, OR. Here, Allan Cunningham.. 
aka "Team Chaos" puts on the "Up Your River Kite Festival". 
Woo hoo, It's a small town, with big-hearted people watching or 
flying kites in the Honker's own Arlington High School. Go 
Honkers!!  
 

March 
March winds? Hmm, that's always been questionable here, but 
no worries. March turns Lincoln City, Oregon into a magical 
place to be. Lincoln City Indoor Kite Festival is the premiere 
indoor kite festival. The bleachers are filled and standing room 
only as the weekend progresses. Free kite lessons w/ plenty of 
room. An hour-long show, competitions, demos and more. 
Come let your soul soar in Lincoln City. (The Kite Runner 
movie will premier here, too) 
 

April 
Awww... April... April. Meander... a lot... to Morro Bay, 
California, south of the bay area. Oh my gosh, it's beautiful. 
Brian Champie is putting on the city's 2nd Annual Morro Bay 
Kite Festival. We'll meet at "The Rock" You’ll know it when 
you see it. That's what they said last year. It's true. The top of a 
silent volcano is the rock and certainly dwarfs all the other rocks 
on the west coast that I've seen. This has been a show, with 
audience participation, no competition, just fun demos free fly 
and lessons. What fun would it be without lessons, and 
interaction with the audience? 
 

May 
May is San Ramon, California. In all the years I've gone to the 
festival it's never once rained. How about that! Of course, it 
hasn't always blown either. hahah.. That's why they bring me in. 
Brian Champie said "Penny Lingenfelter is the one to have at 
all your kite festivals" (We love that man) I can fly until I'm 
sore and it's so worth it.  
 

June 
Lincoln City, Oregon Spring Outdoor Kite Festival. So worth 
the trip. Lincoln City is a picture postcard. The ocean, the river, 
the shopping.. oh yeah... The shopping. Can you say outlet 
malls? If not.. then you’re the one that will be on the beach 
flying with us! 
 

July 
July is Brookings, Oregon. Yeah, I'm pretty sure this is my 
favorite. A small field with a large contingent of world class 
kitefliers and kitemakers. The best audience out there close 
enough to visit with year after year. It's a cozy kite festival. 
 

August 
Long Beach, Washington. what else? Woo Hoo. I'll see you 
there and hope to be back again for special friends day.  
 

September 
Lincoln City, Oregon. We can't get enough of this city, and they 
can't get enough of kites.  
 
October 
Well, maybe I'm looking too much into the future. I'm excited 
about now until Oct. and those are only a few of the recreational 
kite festivals out there. It's not even counting league events.  
Then there are other helpful events. Like the Kids Expos, 
Whaling Days Parade, Seattle Family Mentoring 
Kite Festival, etc. Sharing kites with people who may not see 
them at the beach. 
 
If you have a festival in your area, please let us know. If you 
need information, contact us. If we don't know, we'll find out. If 
you'd like to hold a festival in your city. then contact the editor, 
‘cause I'm just a kiteflier.   
 

Best Breezes,  
Penny Lingenfelter  

Penny doing her 
“Cat in the Hat” 
routine while 
flying her 
revolution kite. 
 
This picture was 
taken at a 
Lincoln  City 
kite festival. 
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Here it is the first 
newsletter of 2008. It is the 
winter season, and 
everyone is still reeling 
from all the food we ate 
during the holidays. I am 
just now back down to the 
weight I was before my 
week at school in Las 
Vegas. I am going to try 
and continue the progress 
until I am down to a mere 
shadow of myself. Let’s just 
hope the shadow is smaller 
than I am! 

 
This past fall sure went by fast. There was the indoor kite 
fly that was as small as last year’s, but as good as last 
year’s as well. The Christmas dinner was wonderful and 
even more was donated to the food bank than last year, 
despite the fact there were less in attendance due to the 
snow fall. And what can I say about the New Year’s Day 
Kite display at Golden Garden Park? There were several 
kites on display. A couple of them actually soared in the 
air . . . (as the flyer ran down the field.) All these things, I 
hope, will have articles written about them, so I won’t steal 
their thunder. I tried to fly my new 0 wind Rev, but the 
person who is going to teach me to fly it, doesn’t know it 
yet.  
 
I want to chat about the WKA and what is on my mind 
about our club. We are a special club. We always have 
been. Our club is made out of the generous and hard 
working people who are spread out all over the state. Most 
of us are members of other clubs. The last time I counted, 
(which was just now), I was a member of 8 different kite 
clubs or organizations, from Canada to Oregon. I believe it 
was last year I let my membership lapse in the Motorcycle, 
Chili and Kite Club from down in Texas somewhere. (I 
think it was one of the Ticket Chick’s raffles that got me 
into that one!) Thanks Marla. At any rate, we have a great 
time supporting the various clubs around the state and 
even the country and world for that matter. But what I find 
the most interesting about all of us is that despite the fact 
we are spread out over the state and beyond, all of you 
love kite making and kite flying so much, that you will 
support a kite club, even if you can not attend any of the 
events. For this reason, I want to thank you all for your 
support, especially those of you who can’t attend our 
events. And to those ends I want to encourage ALL OF 
YOU to send in your articles and stories of kite flying. 
Send in your photos of the next door neighbor flying a kite. 
We want to hear from all of you. Not from just the 5 of you 

who go to most of the events, but those of you who live in 
DuPont, Winnipeg, Missoula, Green Water, Olalla, 
Coupeville, Sedro Woolley, Colorado, California, Oregon, 
Idaho and Canada. And all the other places too! Send in 
those stories of Fun.  
 
I also want to express my gratitude to the other members 
on the WKA board for all the hard work they do to help 
make the WKA enjoyable to everyone, not just those in 
Seattle. It is not easy to organize a club that can bring 
something to everyone. In fact it is impossible, and 
sometimes discouraging to feel that we are at times 
leaving someone in a remote area alone and not reaching 
out to them. So I am asking you to reach out to us, and 
make that connection. And in so doing, you will remind us 
that you are there. We want to hear from you and hear 
what is happening out there, how you found us, and what 
kite or kites you have. Photos are a plus! It doesn’t have to 
be a large article, just a note, and a photo. Thanks for 
being part of us, and I hope you can get to our next event. 
I think it is Fathers Day at Magnuson Park. There are 
many other events from other clubs and the Museum, 
going on all the time. Check our web site calendar. 
 
I also want to apologize to the membership for not having 
our annual business meeting this past year. I figured, I 
won’t get voted out, if we don’t have a meeting! (Grin). We 
are trying to find a date for it as soon as possible. But for 
now we will put the financial report in this newsletter, and 
we are taking suggestions and volunteers for those 
positions. They include President, VP, Treasurer and 
Secretary. We really, REALLY would like to get more of 
you involved with us. We need new ideas and ways to 
help our club reach our purpose, which is to show others 
how much fun it is to make, and/or fly kites. 
 
Rick White 
WKA President 

Notes from the Prez—— 

WKA/Sisson Scholarship 
 
 The Fort Worden Kitemakers conference is 
coming up. When you see her, congratulate Jean Reed 
on this year’s WKA/Sisson Scholarship. She has been 
to the Fort a few times before, and is really looking 
forward to this year’s conference. 
 

 This is also a reminder this scholarship 
program is a benefit to WKA members. It is not too 
soon to get your entries (post card) mailed in for the 
2009 conference with drawing August 2008. 
 
Sylvia Bernauer 
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Some Important Definitions for Kiters: 
AKA: American Kitefliers Association 
WKA: Washington Kitefliers Association 
WSIKF: Washington State International Kite Festival 
WIKF: Whidbey Island Kite Fliers 
AOK: Associated Oregon Kiters 
PCKA: Pierce County Kitefliers Association 
BCKA: British Columbia Kitefliers Association 

Kite Clubs 
Associated Oregon Kiters 
Contact: Deb Cooley 
Email: tucoolkites@earthlink.net 
PO Box 25616 
Portland OR 97298 
Membership includes 5 issues per year 
newsletter 
Basin Kitefliers Association 
Contact: Rick White for now 
Ben Franklin Kite Society 
Contact Larry Zilar 
509-627-6751 or email: 
zilarlm@charter.net 
Lavender Winds Kite Club 
Brian Bradley  
email: KiteBear@aol.com  
meet 2nd Sunday, noon in  
Long Beach, WA 
Lilac City Wind Chasers 
Contact Bill Cox 
509-327-7974 or  
email: cxbil@aol.com 
April thru October meets every 
Tuesday at 4pm in Sky Prairie Park, 
W. Strong Rd, just east of N Five Mile 
Rd, Spokane, WA 
NW Fighter Kite Association 
meets 3rd weekend of every month, 
location varies.  
More info: www.fighterkites.org 
Northwest Sport Kite League 
Contact Bud Hayes  
email: bud@thehayesplace.com  
Calendar at www.nwskl.org 
Peninsula Breeze Blenders 
Contact Bill Rogers or Lisa Ryan 
email: lisaryan@mail.com or 
billrogers@earthlink.net  Meets 2nd 
Wednesday every month at the Fire 
Station on Loxie Egan Blvd. 
Pierce County Kiteflyers Assn 
President: Bob Wendt 
Puyallup, WA 98374 
253-848-6325 (home) 
prez@pcka.org  
Calendar at www.pcka.org 

Squalicum Kite Flyers 
Contact Mike Button  
360-733-7380  
email: kite102@aol.com 
Fun fly every Wednesday and Sunday 
afternoons during daylight savings 
time until sunset 
Zuanich Point Park, Squalicum 
Harbor. Bellingham WA 
Washington Kitefliers Assn. 
Contact: Rick White 
email: ssragtop@aol.com 
Address on back page of newsletter 
Membership includes bi-monthly 
newsletter 
Westport Windriders 
Contact Marla Miller 
253-752-7051  
email: kytpepl2@aol.com 
meets 4th Saturday every month at 
Grayland Beach, followed by potluck 
at Willapa Grange Hall 
Whidbey Island Kite Flyers 
Contact Allen or Marjorie Taylor 
360-678-9358   
meets 3rd Saturday every month 
call for location. 
American KitefliersAssociation 
Contact Marla Miller - Regional  
Director 253-752-7051  
email: region10@aka.kite.org  
Regional: www.aka.kite.org/region10 
or www.aka.kite.org 
British Columbia Kitefliers Assn. 
PO Box 755 
101-1001 W. Broadway 
Vancouver, BC Canada V6H 4E4 
Membership:  $20 (CDN) 
Includes quarterly newsletter 
www.bcka.bc.ca 

Calling ALL Kitemakers:   
 
It's kite making season again and I'm asking all 
kitemakers to make at least TWO extra kites 
this year—simple ones that can be given away 
to kids during the annual WSIKF Foster 
Grandparent Fun Fly in August.   
 
Every year, for four years, I've held my breath to 
see if we would have enough kites for all the 
kids who showed up for this event. So far, we've 
managed to keep up with the demand: mostly 
due to a few people who have donated multiple 
kites; to the many kites made by our "Top Kid" 
duo each year; and to the extras I always pick 
up from the dollar store. However, and this 
worries me:  Never have we had a single kite 
left over!  
 
So, again I'm already starting to worry about 
what we will have for this year. I figure that we 
have about 150 kids each year and about 150 
WKA members. Figuring that only about 1/2 of 
the members attend WSIKF during any given 
year, that comes out to 2 kites per member 
attending the event. So please make those kites 
now and let me know about it so that I can quit 
worrying. My own wings have been clipped due 
to surgery this year, so my own sewing ability is 
severely limited. 
 
This event has been a HUGE success each 
year, thanks to the generosity of the whole kite 
community. And, I don't think it is just wishful 
thinking on my part when I say we've had fewer 
mishaps with kids' kites on the flying fields and 
during mass ascensions since we've been 
actually taking the time and effort to teach 
proper kite-flying techniques and etiquette.  
 
As always, I want to thank all of you who've 
made this event successful in past year. You 
have taken the future of kiting in your generous 
hands and are passing it on to the next 
generations. 
 
Glenda Kleppin 
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Call (206)633-4780 

A Report from the PCKA President about the Holiday Party 

Marcia Cannon made this cowprint and kites quilt. 
Aurora Authement (on the left in the picture) was the 
winner 
  

We had 45 people at the event. A few were just there for the indoor fly and 
had to leave before dinner. 38 were there for dinner. We usually have a few 
more people but the mid-afternoon snow storm might have caused some 
people to stay home and not chance the roads and the resulting traffic.  
  

The bag raffle tables (7 of them) had a LOT of quality 
prizes! Thanks to all who donated and to Ray Bojarski 
who got a good pile of kites and accessories from shops 
and manufacturers. A total of $601 was raised for the 
church and the Edgewood Food Bank which is run from 
the church. This was a bit more than last year. The quality 
of raffle items inspired some people to buy more tickets 
to get in on all the good stuff. 
  

Many thanks to several individuals for making it all 
happen: Georgean Curran: reserving the church and 
cooking a turkey, Marianne Austin: cooking the second 
turkey, Glenda Kleppin: cooking two hams, Scott Davis: 
sound system, Willie Hendrickson: Bag raffle tickets / 
bags / markers / etc, Bob Wendt: - beverages, utensils, 
plates, etc., everybody for setting up and cleaning up! 
  

It was a wonderful evening of food and fellowship.  Hope 
more can make it next year, 
  

Bob Wendt 

 Bob & Donna Wendt 
enjoying a wonderful dinner 

As you can see, there were a lot of choices to 
make in the raffle. 
 

 
All pix on this page by Rick White 
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More Thoughts on the Holiday Party  
 
We had a great time at the Holiday Party. It is too bad we missed 
several regulars who couldn't make it through the tundra blizzard. 
Even though we were missing folk, we still cleared $600.00 for the 
food bank, if I heard right. That is a great testament to all of you 
who can donate your special talents and private stash of kite things. 
I would like to give another special thanks to Ray Bojarski for his 
hard work in bringing in so many donations from all the vendors. 
And also a special thanks to "Go Fly A Kite" for their huge 
support and donations to the food bank with their many kite gifts. 
And thanks to everyone who gave. It was great to see so much 
stuff out there on the tables. Thank You!  
 
Finally, I really want to thank the PCKA for all their work and 
efforts in putting this dinner on. The WKA donated $100 toward 
the food and the PCKA does most of the work! THANKS BOB! 
You are the greatest. And all your helpers too. My guess is your 
wife Donna is the brains of it all! Right?  
Rick White 

 
The PCKA/WKA Christmas potluck was held December 1 at the 
Mountain View Lutheran Church in Edgewood. There was some 
indoor flying taking place in the afternoon, seeing Bob Wendt 
getting some expert advice from Jerry Cannon on some new 
moves. There were a number of people there trying their hand at 
indoor flying. It was good to see Scott Davis flying after a long 
rehab for his foot surgery. There were a couple of single line fliers 
there including Dick Curran flying the genki off a long pole. No 
wonder it flies in next to no wind at the beach. With a very real 
threat of snow, the numbers were down this year, but we counted 
about 40 people. There was a fantastic raffle with lots of really 
good things to choose from. Even with the lower attendance this 
year we made about $600 to go to the local food bank as our gift to 
the community. And of course the food was excellent and plenty of 
it. 
Georgean Curran 

 
Dear PCKA and WKA members, 
I wanted to inform you that the donation to Mountain View 
Lutheran Church amounted to $601.00. Thank you all who were 
able to make it to the Christmas Party. Perhaps the weather will be 
a little more favorable next year for us all. 
Willy Hendrickson 

 
Joint PCKA/WKA Holiday Potluck 

Several fliers were able to get to the PCKA/WKA holiday potluck 
and indoor fly on December 1. However, the forecast for snow 
kept others away. So sorry about that. We really missed seeing 
others. 
Our Merchant Liaison Ray Bojarski really did a great job in 
sending out letters to vendors requesting donations for the cause of 
raising money for the food bank. A lot of really great kites came as 
a result of his efforts. Sorry that more kiters were not there for the 
drawings, but we managed to raise $601 for the food bank at 
Mountain View Lutheran Church. 
Sylvia Bernauer 

Jerry Cannon is giving pointers on indoor kite flying to  
Bob Wendt  

Dick Curran, dressed in a usual colorful outfit, is 
waving his magic wand at a single line kite.  
 

Both pix on this page from Georgean Curran 
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OREGON KITEMAKERS RETREAT 
January 11, 12, 13, 2008 

 

Hello from Rockaway Beach, home of OKR! This is my first 
trip to OKR in 9 years because of my commitments during 
income tax season. 
 
There is a small group this year. About 45 fellow kite lovers 
made the trip to Oregon through very rainy blustery 
weather. While Friday and Saturday have not been sunny, 
there has been very little rain. 
 
The feature international guest this year is Peter Schmidt 
from Germany. He already has pictures on his website at 
http://www.schmidts-pit.de/workshops/2008/
orgonworkshop/index.html. His Miss Oregon Eddy kite was 
a big hit. Simple to make, the 9 foot + kite is imposing. 
Instead of one piece of fabric, there are two triangular 
pieces joined by a ring at the top and attached with line to 
the bottom of the spine. It flies with the flying line directly 
attached to the point where the spreader and spine cross 
and can be easily flown as a train. The kite has no bow line 
but the spreader is joined to the spine through the use of a 
plastic dihedral. The kite transports easily with a 
breakdown length of 45 inches. 
 
Look for this kite in the sky at local events! 

 

Scott Spencer flew in from New Jersey to teach an eddy 
using his woven technique to create colors not available in 
a single fabric. Shown here in this picture by Alan Fossum 
is Dave Wiegand starting the weaving procedure. Scott is 
on the right.  

Drake Smith from Springfield, VA, taught a well received 9 
cell arch box.  
 
Local teachers included Rod Beamguard, Kathy 
Goodwind, Sam King, Dan Kurahashi, Gerry Pennell, 
Rob Pratt, Bob Serack, and Rod Thrall. 
 
Happy to be here at OKR, 
Rod Beamguard Rod Beamguard on the right with Peter, the teacher of 

the kite.                            Cari King snapped this photo 

Drake is on the left and Dan Kurahashi 
is holding the box kite taught by Drake. 

Photo from Dan 



This is an inquiry from your election committee. We are canvassing you, the membership, for nominees for new officers and Board 
members for the coming year. Please write in the names of the persons you would like to see in all of the following offices: Please 
write in as many names as you would like. 
 
 
President___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Vice President_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Secretary___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Treasurer___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Membership________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Education__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Merchant Liaison____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Products___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Special Events ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Safety_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Webmaster/Coordinator_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Newsletter _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Also, please consider putting your own name, and become a part of WKA's dynamic board. It's not that time consuming, and you 
might actually have some fun too! The election committee will go through the nominations and will come up with names of those 
who will let their names stand for an election. Thanks for being part of the WKA's election process. We need your input! 

Please mail your suggestions to the WKA address listed on the other side of this. 
Thank you. It is very important that everyone participate in this for a successful club. 

Now we are asking for some more input from you— 
 

Please rate from 1 to 10 the importance you feel the following activities have toward  meeting the purposes and goals of WKA with 
1 being the Least important and 10 being the Most important: 

 

 1. Having a newsletter that provides members with a calendar of upcoming events in the Northwest and pictures and reports of 
recent events. 
 

 2. Having a calendar of events on our WKA web site. 
 

 3. Having pictures of past events on our web site. 
 

 4. Having an annual fun fly at Golden Gardens on January 1st. 
 

 5. Having an annual fun fly at Seattle’s “Kite Hill” on Father’s Day. 
 

 6. Having a spaghetti dinner at WSIKF. 
 

 7. Having a raffle at the WKA Spaghetti Feed at WSIKF 
 

Or something different? Any ideas?  

This page can be torn loose from the newsletter for mailing to address on the other side of this page 



 8. WKA sponsoring the “Kids’ Day” events at WSIKF. 
 

 9. Having an annual joint Christmas dinner with PCKA, thereby raising funds for the food bank. 
 

10.  Doing kite making workshops for kids and adults. 
 

11.  Putting up kite exhibits at various places and times during the year. 
 

12.  Planning for special activities during National Kite Month. 
 

How aware were you that WKA has all of the above activities?  (Circle 1) 
I knew of only a FEW of these activities. 
I knew about several of these activities. 
I knew about MOST of these activities. 
I knew about ALL of these activities. 

 

What additional activities do you propose that WKA start offering? 

 
 
 
WASHINGTON KITEFLIERS ASSOCIATION 

    C/O SUSAN TISLOW 
    3701 SE 6th ST 
    RENTON, WA  98058-2805  

Fold here 

Fold here 
tape it shut 
Do not 
staple  
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FOUR WINDS KITE SHOP, BUSINESS FOR SALE 

1911 BROADWAY, EVERETT, WA 98201 

We have happily served the Pacific Northwest Kite Flyers for the 
last 15 years. It is time for an aggressive new owner to take over a 
great business. 

Call to discuss 425-339-9334 or 425-259-4490 
email at 4winds@eskimo.com 
wahoo565@verizon.net 
Our business includes: Retail, Internet, Manufacturing, and Tulip 
Town. 

Priced to sell. Serious buyers only. 

Thank you, Erv and Gail Crosby 

How we are doing financially at end of year 2007 —
Carol Lord has prepared these two yearly statements 
for your information. 
Thanks Carol. 
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Kites Flying at Spanaway Park????? 
 
Sylvia Bernauer mentioned she was curious as to 
whether there really was a display in lights of kites 
flying.  
 
Sooooo, Georgean and Dick Curran did the deed and 
took a drive through the park and this is what they saw. 
Don’t you wish these pictures could be shown in color? 
Keep this one in mind for next December—maybe they’ll 
do something like this again. 
 
Georgean says: 
These were the Fantasy Lights at Spanaway Park 
The kite is moving. Back and forth, up and down and 
then crashes. The lights are all over the park and you 
drive through. Really pretty. 

Letter from the World Kite Museum 
and Hall of Fame 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
   Gray skies didn’t put a damper on any part 
of the 2007 Washington State International 
Kite Festival. In fact, the general opinion of the 
majority of folks was nicely expressed by the 
local paper, the Chinook Observer, with the 
headline “Bright kites triumph over gray skies.” 
   The World Kite Museum feels that same 
smiley aura toward all of you who participated 
in our weeklong activities. Those that moved 
chairs, supplied beverages, donated time, 
gave us items for the auction, bid generously 
on auction items, clapped and cheered — you 
are the best. 
   Thank you, thank you for being a major part 
of keeping the Museum a place that 
introduces the kite as an amazing thing to 
those not involved besides making it a place 
that makes you proud. 
   (Extra note): Really appreciate pins for fund 
raising. Those collectors are generous 
bidders. 
 

Sincerely, 
Kay Buesing 
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2nd Annual WKA Indoor Fly 
 
   WKA held its 2nd annual indoor fly on November 3. 
There are some great photos by our Prez Rick on the 
club’s website. The hall has a carpeted floor, which is 
great on the feet!! Flyers Don Ostey, Rick White, 
Marianne & Glenn Austin and children of friends of 
theirs came and we all enjoyed the space, plus snacks 
too. Mary Ostey, Stan Shelhammer & Debbie had a 
great time with us too. Rick’s Mom, Freida White, 
brought a friend with her who had never seen anything 
like it! Susan and Barry Tislow were there too 
   Don flew a beautiful white kite that really floated on 
the air! I tried out my Spanish White Butterfly kite and 
really had a blast with it. It loops and soars amazingly 
well indoors, as well as outdoors. For an experiment, I 
brought out one of my Prism Triad kites. Those are fun 
outdoors — I discovered they are really fun indoors 
too! So next fly, bring out those Amoebas and try them 
out indoors! Come join us and have some fun with 
indoor flying.  
 

Sylvia Bernauer 

Clockwise from top right: Sylvia Bernauer, Marianne Aus-
tin, two girls who came with Marianne, and Don Ostey. 
Editor’s note: Now, I am curious, what is the white kite that 
Don is flying called? 

All photos this page by Rick White 
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From Jerry Graham—— 
 
We met Robert, who always introduced himself as "Mr. Kite", 
many times, and flew along side him several times, once at 
Everett Marina and at least twice at Golden Gardens. He also 
dropped in on us at Kite Hill in Magnuson Park during the 
Father's Day Fly a couple of times, but I don't think he flew on 
those visits, being too stove up to walk up the hill. He was in 
terrible physical condition, but he could talk about his kiting 
experiences for hours. He was very interesting to listen to. I 
thought for awhile he was just another talkative old kite nut, 
but learned that he really was as expert as he talked, and had 
done, if not all, then most of it... 
 
The car, I think a Rambler station wagon, white and somewhat 
rusty, was crammed to the gills with kites, most of which he 
had built, and many of which were works of ingenious art. I 
doubted he knew how many kites he had in that car, and he 
admitted he probably couldn't list them all quickly. But, he 
said, I can remember them all if I take my time. I didn't 
challenge him on that. 
 
I knew I wouldn't see him often again, if ever, the last time we 
met, and I think he felt that way, too. The kiting community 
lost another treasure when he died. I'll grieve for lost 
opportunities to ask him questions on how he made some 
things, and who he'd flown with, and where. I hope he's flying 
the kites he loved so much wherever his soul has gone... 

From Sylvia Bernauer—— 
 
“Mr. Kite” - that was how he liked to be known.  He always 
boldly added this extra name on his renewal forms, sometimes 
including a little extra too as a donation to WKA.  He was 83 
years old and passed away of natural causes on December 28, 
2007.  His notice in the paper (after New Year’s Day) included 
in part:  After retiring in 1987 he became an avid kite flyer and 
was known nationally as well as internationally as “Mr. Kite.”  
He is survived by a daughter, son and grandchildren.  Remem-
brances are suggested to the World Kite Museum. 
 
Robert Day joined WKA in October of 1990.  In recent years 
he had a lot of trouble walking, so he started flying kites right 
from nearby his car on Father’s Day at the road next to the 
parking lot at Kite Hill.  He would arrive with the car abso-
lutely stuffed with kites.  He was proud of how many he could 
get into his station wagon and would tell you how many were 
in it.  They would be stacked on the dash board, and almost 
out the windows!  He would set up his single line kites nearby 
and often handed them off to people passing by in the park.  
He was passionate about kite flying and wanted to share that 
with others. 
He will be missed by those that remember him. 
 
An additional note: 
We understand that his family is selling his kites and the 
money will be donated to the kite museum. 

Editor’s note: I thought some of our WKA members would like 
to see this note too—so here it is: 
 
Dear PCKA Members, 
I received a card with this note thanking all those who volun-
teered at the Fruitland Science Fair.  We were already invited 
again next year if we want to go. 
Thank you volunteers 
 

Willy Hendrickson 

Empty Place in the Sky - Robert G. Day “Mr. Kite” 
Two Remembrances 

New Member Report -  
 
Adrienne Scull, and Aaron  Seattle - New Year’s Day 
 
Welcome again to the 20 new memberships in WKA in the past 
year. We hope that you are all having a great time flying kites. 

We are happy you have joined our kiting family! 
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Editor’s Notes: 
Again I want to thank those who have taken time out of their 
busy lives to send in items for the newsletter. You are truly 
appreciated.  
A note regarding the calendar posted here: we really need 
input from those of you who are part of planning kiting events 
in your area (or in the “know”). Please let us know well in 
advance so the calendar will be timely for all of us.  
Our next issue of the newsletter is scheduled to be out after the 
Fort Worden Kitemakers Conference, so I am expecting a lot of 
input from that event. Especially if you are one of the newer 
attendees. We need to know your thoughts, whether you 

enjoyed yourself and if there are things you would like to see 
happen in the future.  
For those of you located in the north, a fun kite festival to start 
the outdoor kiting season would be the  White Rock BC 
Festival of Wind, Waves and Water at the end of April. It has 
been going on now for several years and most of them have 
been not rainy. In April one takes a chance on the weather—
you know the saying about April showers bringing the May 
flowers! 
And remember “Your Newsletter Needs You”, ok? 
Cheers, 
Marzlie 

Calendar of Events 
January 2008 
31  PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA (last Thursday of the month) 
February 
15-17  Up the River Indoor Kite Festival, Arlington OR, Arlington High School  
  Alan Cunningham: hailragnar@honkernet.net,  http://honkernet.net/visitarlington/uptheriverkites.htm 
15-18   World Kite Museum, Long Beach, WA, www.worldkitemuseum.com 
  John Freeman's Kitemaking Workshop 
28-March 2 NW Sewing Expo, Puyallup WA Fairgrounds 
28   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
March 
7-9  World Kite Museum, Revolution Learning Extravaganza, John Barresi and I-Quad, www.worldkitemuseum.com 
13-16   Fort Worden Kitemakers Conference, Port Townsend WA 
27   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
28-30  5th Annual Lincoln City OR Indoor Kite Festival 
29-April 30 National Kite Month, details at www.aka.kite.org 
April 
19-20  World Kite Museum, Sam King Kite Workshop, www.worldkitemuseum.com 
24   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
25-27  White Rock, BC Festival of Wind, Waves, & Water 
May 
22   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
June 
14-15   Ocean Shores, WA Kite Challenge Festival Sponsored by “Team Cutting Edge Kites” 
  Free Kite Flying Lessons, Stunt Kite Competitions, Fun Flies, Displays and More 
14-15  Annual Pacific Rim Kite Festival, Vanier Park, BC (where Ray Bethel’s tribute bench is) 
26   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
28-29  Lincoln City OR Summer Kite Festival, the theme for 2008 festivals is Octopi fly 
July 
11-13   Westport Windriders Annual Kite Festival, Grayland Beach, WA 
19-20  Third Annual Parksville Lions International Kite Festival, Parksville, BC 
24   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
August 
2-3   (VERY TENTATIVE!) Orting WA Kite and Bluegrass Festival 
18-24   26th Annual Washington State International Kite Festival (WSIKF), Long Beach WA 
28   PCKA meeting, 7:00 PM Summit Library, Puyallup WA 
September 
5-7   Pacific Beach, WA  "Up Your Wind" Kite Festival 
22-27  AKA National Convention, Gettysburg, PA 
27-28   Whidbey Island Kite Festival Fort Casey, WA 
October 
11-12  One Sky, One World—held around the world to promote protection of the planet, peace, friendship  
  and understanding between all people. 
11-12  30th Annual Lincoln City, OR Fall Kite Festival The theme for 2008 is Octopi Fly 

 

For more calendar information: http://wka-kiteflyers.org 



Washington Kitefliers Association 
An affiliate of the American Kitefliers Association 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Join the WKA and share the fun! Benefits include our bi-monthly newsletter, membership card which entitles 
you to a 10% discount on kite related items at participating kite stores, entry to members-only drawing for a 
scholarship to the annual 3-day Fort Worden Kitemakers Conference, and information about special events in 
the Northwest kiting community. 
 
Membership cost per household in the US or Canada is $15.00 per year. Fill out this application and return it 
with a check or money order payable in US funds to WKA.   
Mail to: 
 
    Name    Spouse  
Membership Director    
Washington Kitefliers Assn  
Pacific Science Center Address  
200 2nd Ave N     
Seattle WA  98109-4816  
    City/State/Zip  
      
     
Visit us on the Web at  Phone    E-Mail  
www.wka-kiteflyers.org    
     

 Names of Other Household Members (Include different last names) 
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